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Synod of the Church of Christ in Japan. 


Thirty-second Session. 


Photograph taken October 12, 1918, in the 


Botanical Garden of the Tokyo Imperial University 


The Church of Christ in Japan 


The Church of Christ in Japan, the denomination in 
which our Reformed work, as well as that of the Pres- 
byterian and Dutch Reformed Missions, is included, 
has from the first been the largest Protestant body in 
Japan. It now has a membership of 28,532, or, includ- 
ing baptized children, 31,938. Last year there were 
2,246 baptisms. The average attendance at Sunday 
School was 20,095. The contributions for all purposes 
during 1917 were yen 185,948, an increase over the 
previous year of 34 per cent. The Church has 9 
Classes and one Synod, which meets annually. 

This year’s meeting of Synod was held in Tokyo 
early in October. It was a virile, alert and progressive 
body of men,—men of strong, vital faith and of hard, 
It was a body that would do 
honor to any Church in any land and in any age. This 


self-sacrificing work. 


year the laymen were to the fore, some of them mem- 
bers of parliament, others prominent professional men, 
others successful business men. Their program for 
the year is twofold, first, to raise a fund for their own 
evangelistic and other activities, and, secondly, to make 
direct, definite effort to influence the trend of national 
thought and to bring Christian moral standards more 
A resolution 


forcibly to_the attention of the people. 


vas also passed by a rising vote, extending the thanks 
| to that great layman and elder, President 
marvelous efforts in behalf of right- 


eousness and freedom and brotherhood upon earth. 


cur} . : 
YV1ison, tor his 


BY REV. DAVID B. SCHNEDER, D. D. 


The concluding session of the Synod was held in the 
beautiful Botanical Garden of the Imperial University. 
At this session by pre-arrangement a part of the time 
of Synod was devoted to an impressive ceremony of 
recognition of the services of those missionaries who 
had labored in connection with the Church for 25 
years or more. There were 61 of these—successors 
to Verbeck and Brown and Hepburn. One of them, 
Dr. James H. Ballagh, of the Dutch Reformed Mis- 
sion, in Japan since 1861, and the oldest missionary in 
Japan; six of them, Dr. and Mrs. Moore, Rev. and 
Mrs. Schneder and Rev. and Mrs. Miller, of our own 
Reformed Mission. Simple but heartfelt resolutions 
of thanks were adopted to be presented to the persons 
concerned and to their respective Foreign Mission 
Boards, after which the courteous President of the 
Synod, Dr. Ibuka, introduced each of those present to 
the Synod. The response for the missionaries was 
made in beautiful and touching language by Dr. Wil- 
liam Imbrie, a member of the Presbyterian Mission for 
43 years. A photograph was then taken, in which 
those out of the 61 who were in attendance at the 
Synod were given the places of honor. The one seated 
to the President’s left is the venerable Dr. Ballagh 
and next to him is seated Dr. Imbrie. It was all a 
beautiful and gracious tribute. 


Sendia, Japan. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF ; 


America Must Continue to Feed a 
Large Part of the World. Don’t 
Waste Food! - 


The Thank Offering service of the W. 

M. S., Jerusalem Church, Shenango, Pa., 
Charge, was held Sunday morning, Decem- 
ber 1. Mrs. Henry Iffert, the President, 
directed the service, which was opened by 

a piano duet by Mrs. Charles Laver and 
Mrs. Harry Hoffacker. The printed ser- 
vice was used and the responses led by the 
President. Several readings and an ad- 
dress by the pastor, Rey. A. C. Renoll, 

_  Ph.D., made a most impressive service. 
-- Offering $45. The Y. W. M. A. of this 
. congregation made a fine contribution of 
_ dried foods to the Jewish Mission of the 
Reformed Church at Brooklyn, N. Y., as 
a Christmas gift. They also gathered a 
large fund for relief work in Bible Lands. 


; The Sunday School session on the morn- 
< ing of February 2, in Heidelberg Church, 
~ York, Pa., Rev. W. 8. Kerschner, pastor, 
marked the beginning of another business 
year, when the newly elected officers took 
their places. The Superintendent, M. B. 
Gibson, begins the 25th year of his splendid 
and faithful work in the school, and the 
entire attendance of 508 greeted his re- 
election with a rising vote of recognition 
and appreciation when he assumed charge 
at the opening of the session. Mr. Gibson 
responded with a short address in which 
he reviewed the growth of the school. As- 
sistant Superintendent F. B. Gerber also 
spoke briefly. The other officers elected 
are: -Treasurer, ‘Cletus J. Chronister, Re- 
corder, John B. Laucks, Librarian, Wm. 
_ R. Shellenberger; Chorister, M. B. Gibson; 
Association Secretary, C. E. Nace. Under 
the leadership of Mrs. W. S. Kerschner the 
men and women of the Mission Study Class 
are studying the denominational missionary 


ook, ‘‘Tohoku, the Scotland of Japan.’’ 
elass will continue for about 8 weeks. 


he schools of our Churches have been 
o-operating with the American Commit: 
tee for Armenian and Syrian Relief in the 


hools of North America to help the 
rving orphans in Bible Lands. The 


York in-a -Steady stream, but it 
2 the full help of every school 
h the quota that has been set. 
our schools have already given 
4 ial eee ryt oh. : u 5 


work in Japan, as portrayed in. Dr, Noss’. 


ort to raise $2,000,000 from the Sunday 


is now coming in to headquarters. 


generously, but hundreds have as yet had 
no part in this work. Every school that 
has not yet taken an offering should do 
so at once, for the sake of the meaning 
of it to the children themselves as well 
as what it will bring in financial returns 
to the Committee, and bread and clothing 
to the starving children across the sea. 
Every school should make sure that offer- 
irgs that have been or may be taken are 
sent promptly to the Sunday School De- 
partment, of the American Committee for 
Armenian and Syrian Relief, 1 Madison 
Avenue, New York City. ‘Checks and 
money orders should be made payable to 
Cleveland H. Dodge, Treasurer. While 
folks are starving money for their aid 
should not be left idle. 

Once more the congregation of the 
Apollo, Pa., ‘Charge, Rev. D. J. Wolf, pas- 
tor, is enjoying Church services. From 
the middle of October until the middle of 
January, only a few services were held 
during the latter part of November and 
the early part of December. It was im- 
possible to hold the Home Mission Day 


‘service until the last Sunday evening in 


January. Nor was there any Christmas 
service this year. Holy Communion was 
observed, February 2. Three children were 
added by baptism and 2 young married 
men were received by confirmation. The 
offering was as follows: Sunday School, 
$614; Orphans’ Home at Greensville, 
$46.48; |Current expenses, $75.54; Benevol- 
ence, $26.60; War Emergency and repairs, 
$135. The Apollo congregation has gone 
“‘over the top’? with its War Emergency 
Fund. The average pro rata for the whole 


~Chureh was 3344¢ per member, and they 


have raised $116, an average of 50¢ per 
member. The congregation is now looking 
forward to the annual meeting of ‘Classis, 
which meets in Apollo, May 21. At the 
close of the year the different treasurers’ 
reports were reecived and all closed with 
a small amount in the treasury. 

The pastorate of Rev. John M. Evans in 
East Vincent Church, Spring City, Pa., 
began August 1. The pastor was not in- 
stalled until November, but the work has 
been taken up zealously and with much 
success. Fall Communion was held in Octo: 
ber. Home Mission Day was observed and 
the Christmas services of Sunday School 
and congregation held as usual, choir and 
school rendering ‘‘His Natal Morn.’’ The 
Primary and Junior Departments. received 
a treat of candy and oranges. $21 was 
given to Bethany Orphans’ Home, and a 


-generous gift of money presented to the 


pastor. January 12 was a red letter day 


for the congregation, After the install- 


tape te 


ment of a new piano in the 8. 8. room 
and extensive interior Church repairs, ap- 
propriate services took place, when Rev. 
Dr. L. K. Evans, of Pottstown, brother of 
the pastor, preached the sermon. The piano 


-was the gift of the Beacon Society, a 


flourishing and most helpful organization 
of the young people. The Women’s Bible 
Class presented the new carpet. At the 
Holy Communion on January 26, after the 
special offering was laid on the altar, Pas- 
tor Evans earnestly presented the War 
Emergency Campaign. The words of ex- 
planation had hardly died away until the 
volunteer dollars came flowing in so rapidly 
that in a very few minutes the amount ’‘ap- 
portioned, $55, was overpaid, and in the 
hands of the treasurer. This made the 
total offering of the day $105. More appor- 
tionment has been paid since August that 
was paid all of last year. 

Calvary Church, Philadelphia, has in the 
past been the scene of many gatherings for 
various purposes, but none of them could 
claim precedence over the unique event 
which occurred Deceniber 28, the first eveut 
of its kind within its walls. The Church 
was filled and every person present seemed 
to be radiating happiness of that peculiar 
sort which always accompanies the act of 
making other people happy. The purpose, 
was the celebration of the silver wedding 
anniversary of the pastor of Calvary 
Church, Rev. F. H. Fisher, and his estima- 
ble wife. It was nominally held under the 
auspices of the Consistory, but owed its 
origin and success largely to the wives of 
the Consistory members. It was planned 
as a complete surprise to Pastor and Mrs. 
Fisher, who were led into the darkened 
auditorium and when the lights were turn- 
ed on saw the large congregation awaiting 
them, as they were conducted to the front 
pew. After a fine musical program, Mr. 
and Mrs. Fisher received heartiest con- 
gratulations. The anniversary gifts of the 
congregation were then presented, consist- 
ing of a beautiful silver set of 107 pieces, 
table linens, woolen blankets and a cabinet 
Singer sewing machine, and it was difficult 
to decide which were the better pleased, 
those who gave or those who received the 
gifts. The ladies then invited all present 
to the social hall adjoining, where refresh- 
menits were served. It was the sincere 
wish of all those present on this delightful 
oceasion that Pastor and Mrs. Fisher be 
spared to celebrate their golden wedding, 
if it be the Master’s will. 


FOR ADDITIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF 
SEE PAGE 16 
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The Great Crusade 


HOUGHTFUL and reverent souls could not be dismayed by the unspeakable horror of a World | 

War—for they knew that all through those crimson years the great crusade was carried forward by 

undaunted hearts, and all the monstrous agencies of carnage were not able to stop the beautiful [| 
adventure of faith. The roaring of the guns of fighting men could not silence the voice of the mis- 
sionary proclaiming the evangel of peace. The enginery of hate, poisonous in its nature and atrocious im” J 
its methods, could not destroy the ceaseless ministries of redeemed men and women who were constrained | - 
by the love of Christ. If a portion of God’s world became a shambles, and the men He loved were ~ " 
struggling in a mad riot of lust and shame, there were other lands where the sons and daughters of 
God, caught in the grip of the Divine purpose, continued to give themselves utterly to the service of their 
kind, spending and being spent in teaching and healing, yes in putting their arms sacrificially under the 
burden of the world’s great spiritual need. How heartening to us that in the midst of all that “hell’s 
carnival of destruction” these men and women from our homes and Churches continued to spread sweetness 
and light among earth’s sinning, suffering millions, bringing the good news-of salvation to hungry hearts, — 
extending relief to misery and want, and brothering in all possible ways those most in need of kindness 3 
and sympathy. Of all undertakings this remains the most audacious, of all enterprizes it requires most 
courage, patience and unfaltering faith, of all consecrations it is the most utterly self-effacing—this con- __ 
quest of a lost world for its Saviour. If you are seeking the steadying and satisfying forces of recon- 
struction which will make possible the New Order in the world of post-bellum readjustments, do not — 
forget the overwhelming influence of Christian Missions, for by manifold tendrils the heralds of the 
Cross of Jesus are bound to the hearts of the nations, and the seven fold Commission of the Saviour of 
mankind (“Behold, pray, go, heal, preach, teach, and baptize all nanonss) is the “conquering Labarum 
of an onward-moving Church.” : 


Worldlings and weaklings continue to marvel at what they consider inexplicable mysteries. Why 
should a world at war continue to support, and even expand with increasing generosity, this unselfish pro- 
gram? Was it not illogical to suppose that with the distressing increases in war expenditures and even — 
more harassing taxation, gifts for evangelizing the non-Christian world should yet grow by leaps and 
bounds? And would anyone have had a right to be surprised if those so-called heathen peoples should be — 
disgusted by the undreamed of savagery and international hatred among the so-called Christian nations 
of the world, and should say to the missionaries: “Go back home and convert your own people. With — 4 
all our faults we have some religion, but the Christians appear to have none.” And yet the facts are ap- 
parently at hand to confound every prophet of pessimism and unbelief. The maturer judgment of the 
peoples of the earth was that it was not true that Christianity had been “tried and found wanting”; no, 
the verdict was that Christianity had been “found difficult and never tried.” And in the Church at home — 
the myriad demands for sacrificially giving for home and country only stirred the people to lay costlier 
offerings upon the altar to speed the light and make Christ known among all nations. ; +l 


And what a gigantic crusade it has become, this aggressive expeditionary force of the Church militantt 
In 50 fields the Protestant Churches of Christendom (351 societies) had as their foreign staff 24,039 mis- 
sionaries, including 13,719 women workers and wives. Stationed at 4,094 towns and villages they had charge 
of a staff of 109,099 natives, with 26,210 Churches, a communicant membership of 2,408,900, with 1,423,314 
others under religious instruction. Tn colleges and universities they had 15,000 students, with 1,900, 000, 
in elementary and secondary schools. For Christian leadership of the Churches 10,588 were preparing in 
theological and Bible training schools. There were 10,125 in industrial, and 7504 in normal schools. =| - 
3,107,755 individuals were treated individually or in hospitals by 1589 trained nurses and doctors, aided by =|} 
a native staff of 2,336. In 245 orphanages there were 9736 children, and 39 leper homes sheltered 1880 
unfortunates. What an impressive catalogue of good things—it shines upon us with a glory peculiarly it 
own. In the face of all those who said it couldn’t be done, these heroic spirits simply went and did 
No man who has faced the facts would ever dare ask, “What's the use?” 


Believing as we do that the idea of a League of Nations includes those principles for onic all goo 
men may pray, and for which all should work, we can understand how indispensable is the service 
Foreign Missions, which represent international friendship and good-will. The missionary bridges the 
between his own land and the people to whom he goes. Surmounting all hindrances of race, langu: 
and customs, he binds together the inhabitants of the ends of the earth. And as Dr. Robert Da 
has put it, “the missionaries are demonstrating the possibility of the existence of a strong nationalisti 5] 
side by side with human brotherhood and international unity. They are seeking to develop i in Lt 
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a National Church embodying and inspiring and consecrating to God the genius and destiny of each nation. 
— But they are doing this because these are the elements of a_yet larger unity, the unity of mankind. The 
first is not contradictory to the second; it is essential to it, as the perfection of the State requires the 
perfection of the family unit, and the family demands and “does not exclude the richest individualism. It 
is out of her perfect ministry to the life of each nation that the Church is to be prepared to administer to 


the life of all humanity and to achieve its unity.” 


There is nothing quite so certain to make us “think imperially,” 


to cultivate “the international mind,” 


as the great Commission of the Son of God to those who follow Him. That is the charter of individual 
salvation; it is also the guarantee of genuine human brotherhood. To share worthily in the work of For- 
eign Missions is indeed to link your name with the biggest program God has committed into the hands 


of men. 


EDITORIAL 


SHAMEFUL IGNORANCE 


The public prints have shown a measure of surprise 
at the report that in a class of seven students at the 
University of Pennsylvania the other day, “not one had 
ever heard of the parable of the Prodigal Son.” As a 
matter of fact, it is just what might be expected in a 
time when moral and religious training of the young is 
so largely abandoned by parents, when the blessed cus- 
tom of holding family prayers has died out, and the 
practice of requiring young folks to commit to memory 
Bible passages is no longer in vogue except among an un- 
comfortably small number of the faithful. 

Some of the daily papers bewail this situation because 
“the influence of the Bible in the last 2000 years has ex- 
ceeded that of any other, and almost of all other influ- 
ences combined,” and therefore “not to know the Bible is 
a confession of ignorance and an exhibition of stupidity.”’ 
But apart from the fact that those to whom the Bible is 
unknown have not even the foundations of a liberal edu- 
cation, we are far more concerned in the spiritual poverty 
thus revealed. Can we afford to rear another untrained 
generation, to whom the Word of God has no meaning? 
No, let the truth be spoken: If the Book of Books 1s 
neglected in the homes of the people, we are preparing 
for a harvest of shame and Sorrow. 


* Ok OK 
* “IN THE QUIET PLACES” 
‘The rectifying influences of the sanctuary, the holy 


convictions and purposes lighted up by altar fires, the 
sacred memories kindled at the mercy-seat, the new cour- 
age and resoluteness shaped by the lively oracles of grace, 
these blessings and more are suggested in that fine state- 
ment of President Wilson in the little Church at Carlisle, 
England, hallowed by the ministry of his sainted grand- 
father and the spirit of his beloved mother. “What the 
world now is seeking to do,” he said, “is to return to the 
paths of duty, to turn from the savagery of interests to 
the dignity of the performance of right. It is from quiet 
places like this all over the world that the forces are 
accumulated that presently will overpower any attempt to 
accomplish evil on a great scale.” Is it not wonderfully 
true, as our President here suggests, that the history of a 
: people’ s soul is always made “in the quiet places?” It is 
in quiet shrines, in Churches and homes, that the high- 
hearted thoughts and deeds find birth which alone make 
7 life worth living. “The Churchman” is right when it 
i says: “Never has the country needed great preaching 
more than it does today. In the babel of dissonant voices 
which claim to be prophetic, people are listening eagerly 
for the leadership of the Christian conscience. It is in 
quiet places that God will speak to His people.” Yes, 


ise of God, the “still small voice” will have its best 
lan e! ‘It is the experience of the centuries that con- 
ience rarely functions and never produces its finest fruit 
lose who pansziecs the “quiet places.” 


your own prayer chamber, at the family altar, in the 


A DESPERATE GANG 


It was to be expected that the liquor crowd would die 
hard. Their claim for many years that they were the 
real, unadulterated, “good sports” of the various com- 
munities is already shown to be as false us the other claims 
with which they have sought to delude themselves and 
others. They are proving to be proverbially poor losers, 
and with characteristic disregard for law and order, they 
have waited until after the American people voted out 
the saloon by constitutional means to exhibit their most 
dangerous contempt for government and their basic lack 
of patriotism. In some cities the windows of the grog- 
shops are plastered with incendiary literature, prophesy- 
ing that the coming of Prohibition will fill the land with 
spies and terror and that the sacred homes of the people 
will be “invaded.” God knows how booze has been in- 


\vading and blighting many of these homes through the 


years! 


One of the saddest spectacles is that provided by Car- 
dinal Gibbons, the titular head of the Roman Catholic 
hierarchy in this country, who falsely attacks Prohibition 
after it has become the law of the land in a manner that 
undoubtedly tends to arouse among the people who follow 
his lead a spirit of defiance and nullification. Father 
Belford, of the Church of the Nativity, Brooklyn, issues 
an inflammable article about the Prohibition Amendment, 
which dares to say: “It is an unjust law. No one is 
bound to obey it. No one should have the least scruple 
about evading it, breaking it, or defying it. The Pro- 
hibitionists hired hundreds of spies, detectives and investi- 
gators, and put them on the track of every legislator who 
would not support their iniquitous measure. Then when 
they had crawled through the sewers and strained the 
cesspools for slander, they produced their vile evidence 
and bade the victim deliver his vote or accept the infamy 
of exposure.” This anarchical outburst involves the 
charge that almost all legislators are crooks. Father Far- 
rell, another New York priest, publicly issues the claim 
that the Amendment will be proved unconstitutional, that 
such great lawyers as Charles E. Hughes and Elihu Root 
have already denounced it, having been retained by the 
liquor interests, and that Mr. Hughes has “promised to 
return his fee of $150,000 if the unconstitutionality of the 
Amendment is not demonstrated.” With regard to this 
latter statement, it should be at once added that Mr. 
Hughes, at least, immediately issued a statement to the 
effect that he not only had not been retained by the liquor 


- interests but that he had expressed no judgment on the 


subject and had no possible connection with it. It is 
only another evidence of the desperation of those who 
are waking up finally to the fact that all but a few of 
the sovereign States of this great Republic have voted 
out the saloon. 


The dealers in liquid poison have been making very 
much of the attitude of Ex-President William H. Taft, 
who, they say, is a safe and sane statesman and has ex- 
pressed himself in opposition to the Federal Amendment 


a 
REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER 


because he doubted whether, practically, Prohibition would 
prohibit in large congested communities where localeopin- 
ion did not sympathize with the purpose of the law, and 
also because to vest the national government with the 
needed police power and patronage, normally parochial, 
would so disturb the proper constitutional balance of cen- 
tral and local powers between the Federal and State gov- 
ernments as to imperil the stability of the Union. We 
wonder, however, whether these same dealers will read 
and take to heart the good counsel which Mr. Taft now 
gives to them and to their clerical defenders. 
torial in the Philadelphia Ledger of February 5th, Mr. 
Taft declares: “It is now the duty of every good citizen, 
no matter what his previous opinion of the wisdom or 
expediency of the Amendment, to urge and vote for all 
reasonable and practical legislative measures adapted to 
secure its enforcement. Those who claim that the Amend- 
ment has not been constitutionally adopted have nothing 
substantial on which to base their claim. The further 
argument that it is void because inconsistent with ‘per- 
sonal liberty’ or reserved power of the States, as for in- 
stance a change of representation of the States in the 
Senate would be, is all ‘moonshine.’ 
government, and the voice of the people expressed through 
the machinery provided by the Constitution for its ex- 
pression and by constitutional majorities is supreme. 
Every loyal citizen must obey. This is the fundamental 
pirnciple of free government. It is this principle which 
the Bolsheviki are fighting with wholesale assassination 
and starvation of their fellow citizens. One who, in the 
matter of National Prohibition, holds his personal opinion 
and Ins claim of personal liberty to be of higher sanction 
than this overwhelming Constitutional expression of the 
people is a disciple of practical Bolshevikism. To oppose 
the passage of practical measures to enforce the Amend- 
ment 1s unpatriotic and is not playing the game of self- 
government fairly. The liquor interests and the trades 
having a profit in the business are now spending much 
in fumigating advertisements which give false hopes that 
the doom which has been pronounced on liquor manufac- 
ture and traffic may be averted. Such efforts must be 
stimulated more by the selfish motives of paid organizers 
of the liquor interest who have funds to expend and who 
have to justify their employment than by any real hope 


‘OUR FOREIGN MISSION DAY : 
February 23, 1919 


Theme of the Service 


“LAUNCH OUT INTO THE DEEP’ . Pal e 
Study the Needs 


Stress the Work 


THE EYES OF THE WORLD ARE UPON US 
BY REV. ALLEN R. BARTHOLOMEW, D. D. 


The hour in which we are living is one of the most 
momentous in the history of the world. The delegates who 
sat in the World’s Missionary Conference at Edinburgh 
in 1910 heard the solemn declaration—“The next ten years 
will in all probability constitute a turning point in human 
history’’—but few at that time had any idea of its actual 


fulfillment in this year of grace 1919. Unless all signs a 


fail, this year will not only mark a turning point in 
human history, but it will be a determining: epoch in the 
destiny of mankind. 


The world war has. pear a word situatio eo 
the first time in human history the destinies of all n 


In an edi-’ 


This is a democratic — 


 dceisions of the Peace Conference a 
Wilson has voiced the heart and 


iepiseracy? 
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of defeating Prohibition already here. These advertise- 
ments are only the dying swan’s song. They are the last 
kick of liquor organization whose own intolerance, {uci 
lence and corrupting influence in politics have stirred 
many otherwise conservative people to this radical step.” 


* OK OK 


STUDY THE COVER PAGE #2 


The groups of pictures of people and scenes: on the 
front cover page afford a theme for earnest study. These 
photos were taken at Shenchow, China, by the Secretary 


mission fields in 1910. 
stood on the roadside, or along the Bae leading up 
the top of Phcenix Hill, where could be seen an an 
temple with an aged priest in attendance. As the ido 
stood in their proper places it was evident that the s; 
was still used as a place of worship for the peasant: 
This is the atmosphere in which our missionaries — 


amid such surroundings and Pe the foundations of 
tian work. That their labors have been success: 
be seen in the other pictures. The two small gr 
boys made up the Boys’ School, ten years ago, 
of Rev. Edwin A. Beck, who can be recognize 
picture to the right. Above this picture is a_ 
Christian, one of the leaders in the Church at Shi 


known as one of the untidiest men in the city 
he was told that his picture would be taken, 


for the New Year festivities. This is quite Bee 
when one is too poor to own good clothing. 


The picture at the bottom of the page was 
the side of the river opposite the city, and if c 
quite closely it is possible to distinguish the Chure 
school and the hospital buildings in the Mission ¢ np 
the line of buildings running along the crest 0: 
This is a beautiful view, and the surrounding scer 
very charming. There is no finer location for a 

compound than the one at Shenchowfu, overia) 
banks of the river. 


and it may be for all ages, are bound 


Those “words ft 
Church, and that program: 
ing of ‘the Gospel of 
Dr. Bostick has put 
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whole world are fixed upon us. Some of the nations are 
appealing to us for bodily relief, others for spiritual re- 
demption. We are in a position where we can render 
a real service to humanity. One weakness with us has 
been that we have been thinking too much of our own, 
and not enough of the needs of the world. There is 
a narrow conception of national patriotism that tends to 
dull and dwarf the nation as well as the individual. Our 
ideals must be international as well as moral. In the de- 
gree that we will strive to serve the whole of mankind 
will we become a real world-power. Everyone should 
be taught that our nation can only be a great moral force 
in the proportion that it spreads the truth. This is the 
peculiar task of the Church of Christ. The Cross must 
go with the Flag if our emblem is to exert an influence 
among all men in all lands. 

We are living in a day of world horizons. The people 
have studied the map, not of their own nation, but of the 
whole world. They are in a frame of mind to follow 


_ the missionaries as they go with the Gospel message unto 


the ends of the earth. They realize now that true religion 
is a social force. No man can be a Christian alone. 
There must be a relationship to God and to man. The 
Gospel which is to save one man must save all men. 
This world war will have been won in vain if it does not 
promote the salvation of the whole world. 

_ Never since the Christian Era began has there been such 
a challenge like that of the present hour. Now is the 
opportunity for the leaders and workers at home and 
abroad to be attempting great things for God. The world 
is. entering upon a new business and industrial era, with 
all past traditions suddenly upset. Men of affairs see 
this, and they are making their plans for the after-the- 
war-time. The eyes of the business world are fixed on 
Asia. One of the biggest problems for the Christians 
of America is China. To deny our responsibility for the 
Chinese is to refuse to save our own souls. To work 
out these perplexing problems in terms of Christian ser- 
vice is to help organize all Asia in the spirit of Jesus 


Christ. 


Soldiers say that shell shock is produced only when 
they do not know the shell is coming. If one hears the 
whine of the shell his nervous system prepares for the 
explosion. It is only when the rattle of one’s own ma- 
chine gun, or absorption in some other activity, leaves 
him unwarned of the coming shell that he suffers shock. 
The members of our Church must make ready for what 
is coming. We do not know what is ahead of us. The 
din of war has made many Christians deaf to the yet 
more difficult demands of peace. We dare not rest on the 
laurels won by our soldiers and sailors, nor dare we seek 
shelter in the labors of our few missionaries. We must be 
up and doing in an hour when the welfare of mankind may 
be ours to advance. 

Oh, Church of the Living God, high in ideals, rich 
in resources, and strong in courage, go with the Gospel 
unto the ends of the earth, and thus help to accomplish 
the: task of the whole world. 
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THE WORLD'S NEED OF CHRIST REVEALED 
3 - BY WAR 


i is ote 
. 


BY ROBERT E. SPEER, D. D. 


« 


aie will take all the rest of human history to exhaust 


a the lessons of such an experience as the world has passed 


through these last four years. It is too great and too 
near for us now to take in all its meaning or to see it 
aay etaper tive: But there are some lessons from it 


bat. fe revealed the world’s need of Christ. If men 

obeyed Him there would have been no occasion. for 

war. We see today that a world in which men hon- 

and served LS would have been a world without 
pthey 


war in the coming years unless Christ is accepted as the 
Lord of human life. Mr. Balfour spoke a few weeks 
ago on humanity’s real need as the need of a new heart. 
He was arguing for new structural arrangements, for 
more just international relations and for a League of 
Nations, but these would be ineffective and inadequate 
unless the hearts of men should be changed and good will 
and unselfishness take the place of-the evil passions and 
the immoral principles of our political life in past years. 
It is the conviction of all human hearts that there ought 
to be a new and different world. There are those who 
openly or covertly deride the idea, desiring to perpetuate 
the old world of inequality and privilege and force. But 
the true men want a better world. “Get a really new 
world,” said Lloyd George to a labor deputation. “I 
firmly believe that what is known as the after-the-war set- 
tlement will direct the destinies of all classes for genera- 
tions to come. I believe the settlement after the war will 
succeed in proportion to its audacity. The readier we are 
to cut away from the past the better we are likely to 
succeed. Think out new ways, new methods of deal- 
ing with old problems. I hope no class will be harking 
back to the pre-war conditions. If every class insists 
upon doing that then God help this country. Get a new 
world.” Where is it to be got?~ Out of the old world? 
Only Christ can make the new world for men. Only he 
can do it in Europe and America. The sacrifice and 
service of the war can not have been either deep enough 
or wide enough unless a new power from God has come 
ii: upon human life through it. We will be the same 
men as we were before the war or not different enough 
to be able to change the world unless we are reborn 
through Christ. ‘We must make our choice between a 
new acceptance of the Lordship of Christ and a new 
chapter in the old story of human failure and sin. 


And our need of Christ is every man’s need of Him. 
It He alone can meet our need He alone can meet the 
need of the men of Asia and Africa. Islam, Buddhism, 
Hinduism, Confucianism are impotent to cope with the 
need of humanity. They can supply neither ideal nor 
dynamic for the world order into which we are passing. 
Human society will stagnate if left with no other vision 
or power than these faiths can supply. The only hope 
of these nations is Christ. He only can make them live 
and fit them for a place in the onward movement of man- 
kind. 

The whole world begins fo stir with realization of this 
need. Even the resistance to Christ which we meet. is 
evidence of the world’s unrest.. The very character of 
this resistance is a recognition of the inadequacy of the 
old order and an unconscious witnessing to the human 
hunger which He alone can satisfy, and side by side with 
the resistance is the confessed longing and desire. Often 
it is personal and religious. Often it is social and political 
as with Baron Sakatani and many like him in Japan. 
“What has Christianity brought to Japan?” he said re- 
cently. “You ask from me who am not a Christian an 
impartial statement.” And he proceeded to name what 
it had brought—a widening of ideas, a feeling of inter- 
nationalism and brotherhood, new definition of social 
rights, public morality, an improvement in the position 
of women, even a better patriotism. “So long,” he added, 
“as we are able to accept new ideas and to digest them 
we have nothing to fear from Western progress, and as 
for Christianity we appreciate its value to the Empire and 
welcome it.” The mind and heart of the world are open 
tc Christianity as they have never been open in the past. 
The motives may be mixed. When are motives not mixed? 
But the opportunity beyond precedent is here. 

As we know now that the life and wealth needed for the 
evangelization of the world or for any task however great 
are here. The war has shown that never again can men 
plead inability against any call whatsoever. What one 
of the Panama Canal workers wrote of the spirit of - 
their enterprise has been surpassed and expanded in the 
sacrifice and achievements of the war. 
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“Got any rivers they say are uncrossable? 
Got any mountains you can’t tunnel through? 
We specialize on the wholly impossible, 
Doing the thing that no one could do.” 


There are no changes that can not be made in the 
world by men, barring one, and that change in the hearts 
of men God can make and is longing to make. 

Everywhere throughout the mission fields of the Church 
the doors are wide open or off their hinges. The central 
organizations of Islam have broken down. Mecca re- 
mains, but not the Mecca of old. Some day even the 
long-sealed city will be a mission station, while already 
the iron bands that girt the Mohammedan peoples and 
the Alohammedan faith have been rent. New ties of 
sympathy and confidence relate the Latin-American na- 
tions to us and new realizations of moral and social need 
open them to the Bible and the living Christ. The streams 
of democratic influence and of moral energy springing 
from one great fountain though flowing through various 


channels are pouring up through the forms and institu-_ 


tions of government and society in Japan. The critical 
period in Chinese history is too analogous to the corre- 
sponding years in our own national past to leave us cold 
or unsympathetic toward the struggle of. the contending 


forces of corruption and progress in China, where it can, 


not be that God will allow the evil to prevail, and where 
all that is true and honest calls for Christianity as the 
one hope of the nation. In India the British Government 
is redeeming its pledges of the past and providing for 
a measure of self-government that will put great sections 
of India’s affairs in the hands of the Indian people them- 
selves, and that will reveal to India more clearly than 
it has yet been revealed the incompatability of Hinduism 
and Islam alike with free institutions and democratic bro- 
therhood. And the war clouds which have darkened 
Europe have not illuminated Africa, although they have 
helped Africa to realize its need of light. And in South- 


eastern Asia, the Philippine Islands and Siam, so alike: 


and so different, a people awakened and a people to be 
awakened, want what politics and trade can give in part 
but yet can not give at all—a new quickening of life, 
a new strength of soul, a salvation which can -come by 
Christ alone. 

To these opportunities of a new day there ought to be 
a new response from the Church. We have seen what 
we could do in war and ees Shall we do less in 
peace and love? 


THE FOREIGN MISSIONS’ CONFERENCE 
BY REV. CHARLES E. CREITZ, D.D. 


For the second time I attended the Foreign Missions’ 
Conference of North America, which met this year in 
New Haven, Conn., January 14-17. The spirit and at- 
mosphere of this conference cannot be conveyed by words, 
and one wishes greatly that all the members of the denom-+ 
ination, or at least all her pastors, might be brought in 
touch with the dynamic personalities whom this confer- 
ence brings together and who-are so largely shaping the 
thought and directing the energies of the Protestant Church 
of this continent so far as the evangelization of the world 1 is 
concerned. 


Three facts dominated the conference. First, That the 
world is plastic as never before in history. It is in a 
certain real sense again void and without form, waiting for 
some mighty power to shape and fashion it into something 
different from what it is now. This formative period will 
not last indefinitely. Rigidity will speedily follow this flux 
of the nations. There is, therefore, no time to be lost. 

Second, That Christianity alone can provide the moral 
and spiritual force necessary to keep the world from ruin, 
and to give stability to a world organized for freedom and 


justice and brotherhood. Gladly recognizing the contribu- ' 


tions of statesmanship, education, science, culture, industry, 
commerce, etc., to the salvation of the world, it neverthe- 


right and wrong, she must now rejoice in the privilege of 


less remains true that Christianity has been and will con- 
tinue to be the mainspring of civilization. The Christian 
forces of the world, therefore, hold her destiny in their’ Ba 
keeping. 
Third, That the supreme responsibility and opportunity. 
belong to America. Her sacrifices have been paltry in 
comparison with those of the other powers that fought ; 
for freedom and justice. She still has in large measure __ 
her young men and her wealth, and unless she is unwilling 
tc bear her equitable share in this titanic conflict between 


sacrifice, that she may fill up on her part that which is 
lacking ‘of the afflictions of her sister nations for the — 
world’s sake. 
In the presence of such stupendous facts, narrowness, 
bigotry and selfishness cannot live. The desire to do the 
big things of the Kingdom and to do them together is the _ 
prevailing note. Denominational - competition finds us 
friends here. The new watch word is co-operation. The 
things that are-divisive wither in such an atmosphere. But 
the things that are big and great and all important, and 
which are the common property: and the common treasure, 
and the common task of all the Churches—these grip” ee 
mind, the conscience and the will. : 
The conference was not satisfied with simply living om “i 
the mount. It approved unanimously the greatest .con- 
struction program for the whole world since the ‘days 
our Lord in the flesh, and those who voted knew that 
them and others like them would fall the task of cartyit 
that program into execution. 


The machinery is already i in operation for a careful a 
detailed survey of the whole field, at home and abro 
during the present year, with the view of discovering the 
whole task of the whole Church for the whole world. — 
Whatever need this survey reveals, either as to men 0% 
money, will be laid before’ Protestant America, in a unt 
drive, possibly early in 1920, with the firm conviction t 
the need will be supplied. 


The Foreign Missions’ Conference of North America 
playing an important role in uniting the Christian for 
of this continent for the evangelization of the world. — 


Reading, Pa. 
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SIGNS OF THE NEW DAY IN CHINA 
BY REV. WILLIAM E. HOY, DD: 


“Glory to God i in the highest, and on earth peace, go 
will toward men.” ‘Those also who labor fearlessly for | 
Kingdom of God in difficult places shall obtain the victor 
over sin and the forces arrayed against righteousness. — 
is right here that you are asked to thank God for 1 
closing of the opium dens in the Japanese Conceal 
Hankow. Some of my former letters contained allusions | 
to the presence of those evil resorts in that part of Haslees V 
Well, the missionaries of that great emporium took 
matter to the Lord, held a meeting and appointed a 
mittee to investigate. The men appointed did their w: 
thoroughly. They were determined to get their knowlec 
at first hand. A little secret service was most skilfu 
conducted and many opium dens were discovered, 
taken carefully and a lot of ugly facts established b 
a doubt. Then a full presentation of all that was 1 
was made to the Japanese authorities and to the Ja 
Consul. The committee was given the promise tk 
matter would be carefully taken up.. The promise ha 
kept and licenses to deal in opium in the Japane 
cession in Hankow have been revoked. Thank 
those men who were not afraid to tell the Japanese 
the evils they were licensing. We all feel that 1 
dom of God has been advanced and not apnea 
brave and baobses missionaries in Hankow. | 


And pers ve are rte years! 2 Lb 
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_ of the wrongs done to China righted. 
It is refreshing to report that in many Chinese cities the 
people joined in the celebration of the victory. over the 
2 -Kaiser. The better class of Chinese look for reliet from 
$4 the cruel aggression of their unjust neighbor. The recon- 
struction period will be an inspiration to China and restore 
ae te her confidence in man. The weak shall come unto their 
~ -ewn place among the nations of the earth. Right shall 
“ be granted unto China again. 
: . Another shout of victory must be sent across the Pa- 
at cific—_HWA YUNG HAS BEEN OPENED! Shout 
aloud for that. For sixteen years have I prayed and 
written on behalf of that city.. The cries of those people 
over there became finally a matter of conscience with our 
< Yochow Station; and now Hwa Yung stands in the list of 
- -our outstations. We have a number of boys and young 
men from that city in the Lakeside Schools. They are 
happy; because their people are to have the Gospel 
preached unto them. VICTORY in CHRIST. 
~ Again, do I feel like shouting VICTORY, as the report 
is sent to you that fourteen splendid young fellows are 
preparing for Church membership at Lakeside. Three of 
_ these were for years the object of intense special prayer. 
Yes: VICTORY in CHRIST. Who can keep from sing- 
= gt ; 


t Gents rejoice: in Him who giveth us the VICTORY. 
: chow eee ee 


Let the. city of Shenchowfu, an ae Rev. Ward Hartman 
s the evangelistic missionary, we have a new street chapel 


» constantly passing. The native evangelists preach in 
1 epee! one the wey evenings. The Chinese 


ere is a ercine coming and going, while the preacher 
Is -his story. One evening the preacher spoke on “the 
g away of sin.” A very wicked Chinaman hap- 
mg and heard part of the discourse. Next morn- 
vent to the river and jumped in to wash his 
rs when | che came out of the river, he felt 


io bey. Biaiseli and -told him “what he had 
the chapel preacher and how he tried to wash 
in wTh ase we Mg Me the missionary his 


daeen fi oe Six rents 
he missionaries and the native con- 
in the Church on the mission 
midst of the service, the door 
pen and two Chinamen entered, 
suspended from the ends of a 
rae Ca following them came 


ay They walked right 
baskets down containing 
; Then the ens 


Baetins, some 
eae its hiding 


~ joined the Salvation Army. 


"So one Sab- | 
he repeats it night after night. 


~are comprehensible to all. 
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fully for six months and never demanded his money again 
and finally was baptized. He is now one of the most 
faithful and enthusiastic followers of Jesus, proclaiming 
Him wherever he goes. 


GREAT EVANGELISTIC MEETINGS IN SENDAI 


BY REV. ELMER H. ZAUGG,. PH.D, 


We have had a grand time in Sendai. Kanamori, the 
evangelist, has been here. He held one meeting in North 
Japan College, another in Miyagi Girls’ School, and three 
in the Sendai Theater. Altogether there were over 1400 
decisions made for Christ. 


Kanamori has an interesting history. He was born in 


“1857 way down south in Kyushu in the city of Kumamoto. 


His father was a samurai and was a persecutor of Chris- 
tians. Kanamori himself became a Christian while attend- 
tng a military academy where he received instruction in 
the Bible from an American named: Janes. He was 
promptly disinherited by his father, and taking a copy each 
of the Bible and Pilgrim’s Progress, he left home. He 
went to Kyoto and became a pupil in the school which 
Neeshima was just founding, and which has since become 
the famous Doshisha University. Here he spent three 
years, after which he entered upon the active ministry. 
He became the pastor of a Church at Okayama for seven 
years. Then he returned to Kyoto and aided Neeshima at 
the Doshisha until the latter’s death. 

It was about this time that Kanamori became affected 
by the destructive effects of German criticism, and he lost 
his enthusiasm as a Christian worker. He became inter- 
ested in the economic development of the country, and 
under the employ of the Minister for Home Affairs he 
travelled from one end of the Empire to the other, giving 
lectures on thrift. He took the people by storm. Every- 
where crowds gathered to hear him. He spent 20 years 
at this work, and it was largely through his efforts that 
during that time the Postal Savings in Japan rose from 
20,000,000 yen to 200,000,000. 

Then sorrow came upon him in the loss of his wife 
whom he dearly loved. The faith of his children in the 
immortality of their mother revived his old belief, and he 
He labored with this organiza- 
tion for several years, and- then undertook evangelistic 
work on his own initiative independently of any Church 
organization, though he always gets the Churches in the 
places he visits to work up his campaign for him. 

At this work. he is having remarkable success. He first 
wrote a book entitled, “Shinko no Susume,” or. ‘“Exhorta- 
tion to Relief.” Then he worked out on the basis of the 
material in this book a lecture dealing with the three sub- 
jects of God, Sin, and Salvation. It is this lecture which 
he delivers to his audiences. It is three hours long, and 
He is a man of only one 
But he is in earnest, and he uses words which 
As a consequence, he is able to 
move whole crowds of people. Up to the present, his con- 
verts number more than 30,000. 

He claims that on the average he gets one out of about 
every eight persons who hear his lecture to decide for 
Christ. In Sendai the average was one out of six, while 
in our Girls’ School it was one out of four, and in our 
Boys’ School one out of three. This phenomenal result 
was of course due to Kanamori’s efforts, but there were 
contributing causes which aided quite materially to bring 
about such a result. One was the faithfulness and earnest- 


message. 


-ness with which the missionaries and Japanese Christians 


of Sendai have for many years sown the seed of the gospel. 


Another was the activity of the Christian workers in 


Sendai during these meetings. The Bible Women of the 


Girls’ School, our Theological students, and the members 


of the Nibancho Church Women’s Society were particu- 
Jarly_ active. Still another cause for the deep impression 


ry which these meetings made upon the people was a sad 


occurrence’ in one of the Sendai Government Middle 


During a recent walking excursion two teachers 
mas 


10 | 


and seven students of this school were frozen to death 
while crossing a mountain. The two teachers were Chris- 
tians, members of our Nibancho Church, and it was quite 
generally recognized that these teachers gave their lives in 
the true spirit of self-sacrifice for the sake of the students 
who died. The incident stirred the whole city, and this 
event had much to do with the splendid results of the 
Kanamori meetings. 

Of course, just as in all revivals, many of those who 
make decisions, afterward repent of their course and fall 
back into their old ways. So it will be with these 1400 
who have decided for Christ in Sendai. But however that 
may be, the meetings have made a great impression, they 
have stirred up our own Christians, they have given great 
encouragement to our whole work, and they have helped 
a great deal to create a Christian atmosphere in these parts. 
And furthermore, many hundreds of those who made a 
decision will go on and later receive baptism. So all in all 
we rejoice, and we feel justified in saying that we had a 
grand time in Sendai. 


Sendai, Japan 


A FATHER’S TRIBUTE TO HIS SON WHO FELL 
IN ACTION ON THE BATTLEFIELD 
OF FRANCE 


One of the greatest needs in our mission work in Japan 
and China is to establish permanent places of worship, 
A number of faithful families have lately made it possible 
by their generous gifts to erect chapels which will become 
great centers of religious influence in the cities where they 
will be located. These will be fountains of life constantly 
overflowing, bringing refreshing and cleansing, vigor, 
power and fruitage unto the famishing multitudes which 
will be redeemed for Jesus. 

Elder J. Q. Truxal and wife of Greensburg lost a son 
in action on the battlefield of France. In a letter he says 
that they “want to feel that their son lives just as much 
as ever. He died to preserve the liberty which our fore- 
fathers bequeathed to us and now he shall live to set 
ai liberty those who sit in heathen darkness.” This noble 
elder considers his son living with the rest of the mem- 
bers of his family, so that whatever belonged to the son 
the father has devoted to missions so that it will work 
on forever. After making a gift of $1,000 to Foreign 
Missions he has also provided for a chapel on the mission 
field and for the establishment of a Church-building fund 
for Home Missions. Surely a new day is dawning when 
the hearts of our Christian families have such a vision, 
and are obedient to it. 


ILLUSTRATING THE EVANGELISTIC WORK 
IN CHINA 


BY REV.. JACOB G. RUPP 


In picture number one, Evangelist Mao is standing on 
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the right, and to the left is Mrs. Fish, the wife of one 
of our evangelists in the Yochow district. The two young 
men standing in. the middle are in training under Rey. 
F. Karl Heinrichson for the evangelistic work. They 
are the nephews of Woo Shai who is one of the most 
famous scholars of China. Mr. Woo is not a Christian 
but is considered a very virtuous man. He is studying 
the Bible and is encouraging his nephews to prepare for 
the Gospel ministry. It will mean much for our evan- 
gelistic work to have natives enter the ministry with such 
influential relatives. : 

Picture number two illustrates how the farmer fertilizes 
his fields by carrying the fertilizer out in buckets. This 
is the way the farmer in China, where our missionaries 
are doing their evangelistic work, conveys practically 
everything to and from the field and to the market, either 
in bucket, basket or sacks suspended from both ends of a 
rod lying across his shoulders. He will carry from eighty 
to a hundred pounds in this fashion from twenty to thirty 
miles in a day over ‘the rugged Chinese paths. 

Picture number three shows how several of our mis- 
sionaries are sailing down the North River in the Shen- 
chowfu district while out on an evangelistic trip. They 
are on this boat for three days and three nights. During 
the night time the boat is tied up at the river bank as 
you see in the picture. The missionaries and their wives 
and the Chinese helpers sleep under the little bamboo 
roof, being wrapped in blankets, lying in a row on solid 
boards in the hull of the boat. The Chinamen that you 
notice rowing the boat sleep on the front and rear of 
the boat and pull a little bamboo roof over themselves 
for the night. The missionaries itinerate by walking across 
the country, climbing mountains and crossing rivers and 
valleys, preaching everywhere, at last returning home by 
boat. Sometimes the missionaries are being pulled up the 
river in a boat and stop to preach at the various towns 


and villages where we have stations for evangelistic work — 


a a ESR 
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and then return by walking across the country, the whole 
trip taking about two weeks. 

The fourth picture shows the school building on the 
rear of a fine lot in the heart of the city of Hsin Chiang, 
where Rev. William A. Reimert has established a day 
school. You will notice that this building is erected of 
brick and covered with roof tiling. There is no glass 
in the windows, their desks stand on the ground floor 

F and there is no stove to heat the building and yet the 
boys sit there in the coldest weather like our winter days 
tc study and recite. Missionary Reimert rides on a donkey 
and visits these day schools at the end of the week and 
examines the boys who are taught in four grades and the 
brightest are taken out of these day schools and entered in 
the Lakeside Schools where they are trained to become 
the future preachers and teachers and physicians of China. 
Not long ago it was estimated that only one woman among 
a thousand, and one man in fifty, can read and write. 
There was only one physician on the average for every 
million people. The lot which contains about a fifth of 
aan acre with the school building cost less than two 
hundred and fifty dollars. Think of the wonderful bless- 
ings a little money and a few workers will bring to China. 


This little building will serve as a fountainhead for the sal- 
vation of millions in the future. May many of our fam- 
ilies have a share in the enterprise! 


A STANDARD OF PROPORTIONATE GIVING 


ae ; BY ELDER D. A. STICKELL 


My interest in the propagation of the Church, to enable 
it to meet the increased demands necessary for the ful- 
fillment of its mission, has prompted me to consider means 
of doing so from different view-points resulting in the 
conclusion that I must adopt a Standard of Proportionate 
Giving. This method seems equitable and fair and adds 
honor and dignity to our sense of obligation of returning 
to the Lord a proper portion of our income necessary for 
the work of His Church and His needy ones. 
Is it not a fact that those who give a tenth of their 
income are among our most active and spiritual members 
of the Church, and that many more would give a tenth 
should the Church endorse and encourage it, as the absence 
__ of its endorsement appears to some an evidence of its dis- 
approval. If the Church does not approve of it, should 
it not make it known; and if it does should it not put 
_ the stamp of approval on it? Is it necessary to concern 

ourselves so much about the exacting technicalities of the 

tithe or rather to have a simple standard or basis of 10 

per cent. of our income which if considered conscientiously 
- seems to be a proper portion to accept as our obligation 
-due our Lord and Master? This would enable the Church 
to fulfill its mission as well as increase salaries of under- 


se 
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In reply to your request asking me to comment upon 
the same general subject treated so ably by Dr. Fosdick 
in the January “Atlantic Monthly,” I wish to say, in the 
first place, that I agree with all that he has said and am 
__ certain that he has not overstated the situation. I made 
__ many notes while in camp covering much the same ground, 
and many other Chaplains with whom I associated, and 
__ also other observing men, seemed to reach about the 
; clusions, | o that in my brief article I will present 
\ et of the same general questions. 
f the 


nd different attitude 
- with the ends now 
' ches to strive to re- 
e face to face with one of 


paid ministers which would encourage more capable young 
men to spend seven years in preparation for the ministry. 
And is it not reasonable to suppose that if a good part of 
the membership would adopt this standard it would give 
the Church such income that the underpaid ministers would 
receive such increase as would give them the comfort and 
satisfaction of giving their tenth with less burden than 
their lower salary now makes necessary? Does the Lord 
expect from us more than we can do or would He expect 


‘us to have our dependent ones suffer to comply with the 


tithe? Does it not seem reasonable, if we are in proper 
relation with our Lord, that when conditions are stich that 
we cannot give the full amount without injury to our de- 
pendents that by paying such part of it as our conscience 
dictates, will be accepted by the Lord as our part in full? 
Cannot we give by this method in the same spirit of Love, 
Meekness and Honesty of purpose as by our present method 
of giving, which in many cases is only what can be spared 
after our own wishes are gratified, while others are giving 
possibly more than their portion? Do we not as members 
of the Church realize the importance of larger giving, not 
only the tenth, but as large gifts as we are able to give? 
If so, let us strive to this end. 


THE SOLDIERS AND THE CHURCH 


S BY THE REV. SCOTT R. WAGNER, D. D. 


the big factors in dealing with the men in the army and 
with men who are not supporters of the Church and that 
is that men do not, and, I may sav, will not, differentiate 
between the holdings of one denomination or sect as over 
against another to any appreciable degree. A fault or 
defect, real or so considered, in any branch is to them 
a charge against the whole of all Churches. Many in- 
telligent men will not even stop to consider carefully the 
working of the Roman Catholic policies with those of 
the Protestant policies. vars . 

The demand of men is for a religious expression that is 
always positive, that is not content with calling the func- 
tions of the Church religion, that is, that we shall not 
consider belonging to a Church and keeping its particular 
requirements as the best and perhaps the only way of 
showing to the world that we are Christians. True re- 
ligion does not consist of belonging to a Church, but of 
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living the Christ-like life, and the Church to be worthy 


of the name must be a mighty aid to this end. 

The man in the army has learned to do a great many 
things in a different way and with a different spirit and 
we must not be surprised that he sees the Church in a 


different light from what he saw it before he went through 
his army experience. For example, in the army every 
man had his part to play, each had a duty to perform 
and the performing of that duty, no matter how minor 
it seemed, contributed to the welfare of the whole army. 
And no man shirked his duty; he could not transfer 
his responsibility to another; and he would not stand 
for anybody else trying to unload onto him. He has 
learned the value of team-work and that every man must 
do his part. 

Now he looks back over the Church as he knows it, 
and was probably a part of it, and remembers how many 
poeple are always trying to get through by offering ex- 
cuses and by trying to shirk the ordinary responsibilities 
of Church membership and disregarding the vows of 
Christian obligation in many of the acts of the week, and, 
he says he can no longer stand for such a weak-kneed 
effort to pass off that kind of an attitude for living the 
religious life. This halting, excuse-making and morally 
negative living is condemned in addition to condemning 
the teaching of so many Churches, which is mostly nega- 
tive. The army men have learned to see things pretty 
straight and to distinguish the essential from the non- 
essential and when they come back to us, if we have not 
mended our ways, and if we are not able to make our 
religion permeate all the ways of life, they will pass us 
by, and they should. 


These is no doubt that the Church has come to a test- 
ing time. Whether or not she shall meet that test re- 
mains to be seen. If the test is to be victoriously met 
then every member of every Church has simply got to 
measure up to the least that is required of him. No army 
ever went into battle with half of its members lying around 
in their tents or barracks, but every man was always 
present or accounted for, not only at the hour of battle, 
but all the time. The great test of the Church will be 
on the ground of whether or not a man can pay as high 
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a degree of obedience to the moral command as he had. ~ 
to pay to his commanding officer in the army. The evi- 
dence will be as Jesus indicated, when He said, “By their 
fruits shall ye know them.” : 


My-first conclusion, then, is that if men outside thet 4 
Church are ever to approve of the Church and come into 
it, then those who are now in it must measure up to — 
what they have expressed to be the norm of their es 
and action. . 


My second conclusion about the men outside the Chincele “ 
ic that they have a great deal more of the real Christian 
life than the Church has given them credit for having. 
They read their Bibles and pray and practice comrade-_ 
ship and brotherhood and believe in God to a aves ee that 
is sometimes astonishing. c 


A third conviction is more clearly revealed than ever 
before, and that is that the men inside the Church have ~ 
a great deal less of the real toes of Jesus than they 
think they have. i 


In the fourth place I am convinced that men outsi ; 
the Church are very hungry for a larger and better Chris- ma 
tian life. : 

This article would become entirely too long if a 
tempted to give my experiences and reasons for 
conclusions, and I must offer them in this outline 
for what they may be worth. 


Our Church has a spirit and _message which is 


of our faith, but our congregations Pe yet a . jomae? 
to go before they come to the stature that they sh 
have. There were many nationalities fighting wit 
Allies and each was efficient only as he was a part 
whole Allied strength; and important and fit as w 
be or think ourselves to be, we can count for the a 


part of the Allied Church of Jesus Christ, and we 
not expect that when the Church is being atta 
reorganized that we will be picked out to be spar 


Reading, Pa. 
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ABRAHAM LINCOLN, HUMAN 
By Thomas Curtis Clark 


‘Abraham Lincoln’s name is carved high 
on the scrolls of the world’s famous be- 
cause he was a great statesman and be- 
cause he wrote the order by which a help- 
less people in chains of slavery was made 
free, and so he will be remembered. But 
to the generation of which he was an hon- 
ored citizen his broad humanity and love 
of his fellows stood out almost as glow- 
ingly as did his strong character and his 
shrewd statesmanship. 
statesman, but he was very truly a man 
among men, with the common traits which 
mark the average man. He was a human. 
He was one of God’s common people, whom 
he said God must love ‘‘ because He made 
so many of them. 7 

Washington came of the aristocracy, and 

had all the marks of culture and training; 
Lincoln came of his country’s pioneer poor, 
who had little education and less culture. 
No one realized this fact more keenly than 
Lincoln himself. After Lincoln had been 
nominated for the Presidency, he was ask- 
ed by a Chicago newspaper man for some 


Lineoln was a’ 


facts about his life that he Sait use 
them in ‘‘writing him up.’’ Lincoln said: 
““Why, Scripps, it is a great piece of folly 


to attempt to make anything out of me or 
my early life. It can all be condensed into a — 


single sentence, and that sentence you 
will find in Gray’s ‘‘ Elegy,’ ‘The short and 
simple annals of the poor.’ That’s my life, 
and that’s all you or anyone else can ee 
out of it.’’ 

There are some records that testify © 
the fact that Lincoln was a real human 
boy. Not long ago, in Chicago, was ex- 


hibited a large number of relics of Lin-\ 


coln’s life, with many letters, and includ- 
ing some text-books of his early school 
years. 
On one of the pages of the book is scrawled 
in the boyish writing of the future Presi- 
dent these words: 

‘Abraham Lincoln, his hand and pen, 

He will be good, but God knows when.’? 


Then there is the very human story of 


Lincoln’s pig, told by himsel: 
tells of the gift of a little - 
received from a friend, Linec 
that time about six year: 


as the doe: greatly, 


One of these books is an arithmetie. | 


prising ‘that his heart was torn. 
father announced after a few mo 
the time had come to kill the pi, 
ing. Lincoln told how he wept 
unable to eat; how he went 
woods for consolation; and he 
story by saying that he never saw 3 
pig without thinking of ‘‘that pet. 
the old home and my dear ones th 

One would judge from 
many others, and from 
verses, that the child Linco 
of boy that liked to hang 
eprom cere a Se; 
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'To woods and fields, and scenes of play, 
And playmates loved so well. 


“*Where many were, but few remain 
Of old, familiar things; 
But seeing them, to mind again 
The lost and absent brings. 


‘«The friends I left that parting day, 
S How changed, .as time has sped! 
Young childhood grown, strong manhood 
. gray ; 
_ And half of all are dead.’’ 


This is but a part of the poem—which, 
it must be confessed, is not the finest of 
poetry; but how vividly it brings to us 
the common humanity of our great states- 
man and Emancipator! He was, after all, 
but a man! : 

Interesting, too, is this remark of Lin- 
eoln’s cousin, Dennis Hanks, who was ask- 
ed by Lineoln’s law partner, William H. 
Herndon, for some facts of the great man’s 
early years: ‘‘Abe youst to try to Sing 
= Pore Old Ned But he Never could Sing 
Much.’’ ‘There, in Dennis Hanks’ own 

handwriting, scrawled and misspelled, are 

those words which throw another ray of 

light upon ‘Lincoln’s human traits. That 

page of manuscript, a part of the vast 

collection of Lincoln curios, has priceless 

value as a human document of the greatest 
sof Americans. 

--—s«s Here is a part of an autobiography of 
a Lincoln, in Lincoln’s handwriting, which 
also forms an interesting feature of the ex- 
_ hibit referred to above: : 
_. “*My father, at the death of his father 
was but six years of age; and he grew up, 
 iterally without education. He removed 
from Kentucky to what is now Spencer 
County, Indiana, and, in my eighth year, 
we reached our new home, about the time 

the State came into the Union. It was a 
- wild region, with many bears and other 

_ wild animals still in the woods. There I 
grew up. ‘There were some schools, so- 
 ealled; but no qualification was ever re- 
quired of a teacher, beyond readin’, writ- 
in’, and cipherin’ to the Rule of Three. If 
a straggler supposed to understand Latin 

happened to sojourn in the neighborhood, 
he was looked upon as a wizzard (note the 
misspelling). There was absolutely nothing 
to excite ambition for education. Of 
course, when I came of age I did not know 
much. Still, somehow, I could read, write 
- and cipher to the Rule of Three; but that 
was all. I-have not been to school since. 

e little advance I now have upon this 
stock of education, I have picked up from 


time to time under the pressure of neces- 
Bi “ 


nd yet it was this man who in a later 
ar wrote that most sublime of American 
erances, ‘‘The Gettysburg Address!’’ 
There is no more pathetic picture in 
American biographical annals than that of 
the young Lincoln, nine years of age, hav- 
ing just learned to scrawl, writing his first 
eal letter asking the Rev. David Elkin, a 
raveling preacher, to come over the Ohio 
iver and preach a funeral sermon at the 
ve of his mother, who had died and 
en buried in the wilderness nine months 
fore. We love to remember that his 
rst use of the art of writing was in per- 
43 forming a service for his beloved mother, 
o whom he said he owed all that he had 
become or ever could become. 
 Lineoln’s love for his family is one of 
ost charming features of his life rec- 
His father did not amount to much, 
the son was true to him, and when 
nas Lincoln was thought to be dying, 


n, from many miles distant, wrote 


half-brother, John Johnson: 

neerely hope father may recover 
be all events tell him to re- 
pon and confide in our 
nd “alga Maker, who 


ae 


him in any ex: 
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He will not forget the dying man who puts 
his trust in Him.’’ Again he asks his 
brother to ‘‘Say to father if it be his lot 
to go now, he will soon have a joyous 
meeting with loved ones gone before, and 
that is where the rest of us, through the 
help of God, hope ere long to join him.’’ 
Abraham Lincoln had his love affairs. 
After he had grown to manhood, he became 
engaged to a lovely young lady, Ann Rut- 
ledge, who it seems certain had very true 
appreciation of the lofty character and 
abilities of her betrothed. But tragedy 
was soon to come. Before they were mar- 
ried, she died, and Lincoln was utterly 
broken by his great grief. When his 
friends told him of her death he piteously 
moaned: 
her lying out there in the cold and have 
the snow and rain storms beat upon her 
grave.’’?’ When Lincoln did marry, it was 
not to one such as Ann Rutledge was, al- 
though perhaps many of the things said 
of his wife were inspired by personal feel- 
ings rather than by a love of truth. 
Perhaps the best known member of Lin- 
coln’s family, aside from the President 
himself, was his son ‘‘Tad,’’ who seemed 
to be the father’s favorite. There are 
several photographs extant picturing the 
boy with his famous father. When Lin- 
coln was journeying from Springfield to 
Washington, where he was soon to assume 
his great task, the President-elect was the 
guest of honor at a celebration in ‘Cleve- 
land, O., and here is a picture of part of 
the line of march as painted by a sympa- 
thetic observer: ‘‘As the head of the fly- 
-ing column swept past, next came Major- 
Generals, Brigadier-Generals, Staff officers 
and lesser functionaries. On the skirts of 
this cloud of cavalry rode the President’s 
little son, ‘Tad,’ his gray cloak flying in 
the wind ‘like a plume of Henry of Na- 
varre.’’’ Perhaps the President, who rode 
at the head of the procession, had his 
thoughts more on the lad coming behind 
him than on any other person of lofty 
station with him that day. He at least saw 
to it that the boy was not left out of the 
parade! 


Abraham Lincoln was a good neighbor 
and was respected by his fellows at Spring- 
field. How touching are the words. he 
spoke to his fellow-citizens of that city as 
he left them for his new duties at Wash- 
ington! ‘‘My friends,’’ he said, ‘‘no one 
not in my situation can appreciate my feel- 
ings of sadness at this parting. To this 
place and the kindness of this people I owe 
everything. Here I: have lived a quarter 
of a century, and have passed from a young 
to an old man. Here my children were born 
and one lies buried. I now leave, not 
knowing when, or whether ever, I may re- 
turn, with a task before me greater than 
that which rested on the shoulders of 
Washington. To God’s care com- 
mending you, as I hope in your prayers 
you will commend me, I bid you, friends 
and neighbors, an affectionate farewell.’’ 

When Lincoln was elevated to the high- 
est honor in the gift of the American 
nation, he did not forget his plain friends 
at home. A companion of his boyhood 
offers his testimony to this fact: 

“‘When the news reached me that Abe 
had been elected, I tell you I was proud 
to think that I had played with the Pres- 
ident of the United States. I started to 
write to Abe, but thought that maybe he 
would think he was now too good to. write 
to me; so I didn’t write. But a few days 
after he was elected I received a letter 
from him. He wrote of the happy days 
we had spent together when we were boys 
and closed by asking me to make a visit 
at the White House. I didn’t go, but I 
felt proud. I have many times regretted 
that lost opportunity.’’ 


Many are the stories told of Lincoln’s 


kindness to soldiers, and to mothers of 
soldiers. One will suffice here: At one 


ime during the war a solitary soldier stood 


‘‘T ean never be reconciled to, 


mounted guard just outside the White 
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House. It happened to be a cold evening, 
and the wind whistled about the sentry, 
who had not come prepared for such 
weather as had suddenly developed. Mr. 
Lincoln suddenly emerged from the front 
door on his way to the War Department. 
As he hugged his shawl closer to shield 
himself from the wind, he saw the shiver- 
ing guard, and said: ‘‘ Young man, you’ve 
got a cold’ job to-night. Step inside, and 
stand guard there.’’ ‘‘But my orders keep 
me out here,’’ the soldier replied. ‘‘Yes,’’ 
said the President, ‘but your duty can be 
performed just as well inside. as out here, 
and you will oblige me by going in.’’? ‘‘T 
have been stationed outside,’’ the soldier 
answered, and resumed his beat. ‘‘Hold 
on there!’’ said Lincoln, ‘‘it occurs to me 
that I am Commander-in-Chief of the 
Army, and I order you to go inside!’’ Of 
course the soldier needed no other word! 

Perhaps the greatest utterance of Presi- 
dent Lincoln was his Gettysburg Address, 
delivered on that battlefield where so many 
of the soldiers of both North and South 
had fallen. There was gathered there for 
the great day a tremendous crowd of peo- 
ple from many parts of the country. ‘The 
two speakers of the day were the greatest 
of American orators, Edward Everett and 
President Lincoln. But of the record of 
that day, the following story has in it more 
of interest—at least for this writer—than 
any other feature of the occasion. Here 
is the touching picture of Lincoln’s after- 
noon at Gettysburg, after the great cele- 
bration was over. (For there was no train 
to Washington till evening.) The story is 
told by Dr. Henry E. Jacobs, of Philadel- 
phia. 

“The President had heard of old John 
Burns, of Gettysburg, a cobbler who, on 
the Sunday of the great battle, went into 
the fight in his Sunday clothes—an ancient 
blue coat with brass buttons, and a big 
white hat. He was wounded three times, 
but remained in the fight to the finish. Mr. 
Lincoln sent for Burns and the happy old 
cobbler marched proudly through the streets 
of Gettysburg to the Presbyterian ‘Church, 
with the President on one arm, and the Sec- 
retary of State on the other. It was a 
kind and thoughtful act on the part of 
Lincoln, who meant to honor all the hum- 
bler heroes in the person of plain John 
Burns’? 

Such was Lincoln, the greatest—and the 
simplest and humblest of Americans. He 
was so great that he could sympathize 
with the poorest of God’s creatures, whom 
he could not but recognize as his fellow- 
creatures. He was so wise that he could 
see life from the viewpoint of the sim- 
plest-minded of his fellow-humans. As a 
statesman, he will be always revered, and 
as the Great Emancipator he will be ever 
extolled; but as a plain man of the people, 
a hearty lover of all men, his lot it will 
be to be forever loved. 


‘Standing like a tower, 
Our children shall behold his fame 
The kindly, earnest, brave, far-seeing 
man; 
Sagacious; patient, dreading praise, not 
blame, 
New birth of our new soil, the First 
American! ’? 
; - —The Front Rank 


A LABOR OF LOVE 
By W. J. Wiest 


PART V. FLOYD REDYNS 


In the history of every institution where 
there has been any sort of a struggle for 
existence there has always been someone 
to prove himself ‘‘the man of the hour.’’” 
Not that the Church at Fair Hill had 
reached a crisis, but simply that the af- 
fairs of the choir had come to such a point 
as required remedial action. The choir was 
just on the verge of disbanding when Floyd 
Redyns, a personal friend of Pastor Spli- 
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eer, who had been apprised of the con- 
dition of things, volunteered his services 
as leader. 

His offer was accepted, and almost any- 
one but Mr. Redyns would have at the 
very outset. ousted the entire aggregation; 
but he realized that such a step would 
only aggravate the situation. The ousting 
act would indeed have been heroic treat- 
ment, yet suicidal to his own career. There- 
fore the first thing he did was to effect a 
harmonious organization, for he recognized 


much latent talent in the members, except 
that their voices needed training and the 
spirits of some needed discipline. 

It is literally true that Floyd Redyns 
took hold of the choir when there was 
next to nothing to take hold of. He stipu- 
lated but one condition in the verbal agree- 
ment, namely, that he was to be the 
‘“boss’’ of the job. This simply meant 
that so long as he should devote his ser- 
vices to the welfare of the choir his word 
and authority should ‘be recognized by the 
members. This was only fair to himself; 
and equally fair to all concerned, since 
it virtually provided that any failure should 
be laid at his door. However, Floyd Redyns 
was not the man to take hold of a run- 
down choir in order to promote its failure. 
His business was a determination to bring 
success out of failure. 

As a matter of fact, Floyd Redyns was 
a man of prominence and influence in the 
community, a man of large business af- 
fairs. But just now the Fair Hill choir 
was the Big Business that absorbed his 
attention. He entered into this new work 
with body and soul. His time, his thought, 
his rare musical talent, were freely de- 
voted; and even his private touring car 
was ever at the command of the choir to 
earry distant members to and fro on days 
of inclement weather. What to him was 
the price of gasoline, as compared with 
the satisfaction of having every member of 
the choir in place for the rendition of en- 
nobling anthems of praise which a congre- 
gation of hard-working men and women 
so much needed to inspire them for the 
work of the week ahead? 

As a business and professional man 
Floyd Redyns was eminently successful and 
much occupied. Yet he never allowed any 
engagements, however important, to inter- 
fere with his choir meetings. This was 
one reason why the members of the choir 
were faithful in their attendance; and 
when any member failed to appear at a 
stated service, that member had a visitor 
within the next few days. 

But the real guarantee of a full choir 
meeting does not consist simply in the 
choir leader’s example of being punctual 
and regular. There is no intrinsic value 
in mere attendance, for any good old saint 
ean inspire faithfulness in this respect, 
perhaps even more acceptable than the 
choir leader, of whom it is ‘‘expected’’ 
that he be in his place. 

Tt was the personality of Floyd Redyns 
and his ability in leadership that held the 
Fair Hill choir, as with magnetic power, 
loyal to their duty. The members caught 
the spirit and genius of their new leader 
and under the spell of his magic touch 
there was a complete transformation and 
the choir was happily redeemed to a mis: 
sion of splendid usefulness. 

At the Friday night rehearsals the 
marked improvement in the music of the 
choir and congregation was the subject 
of social chat and frequently provoked on 
the part of older members reminiscent re- 
marks concerning the choir of earlier years. 

This recalls in the personal experience 
of the writer that when he united with 
the Church the choir sang 


‘Fis holy soul ee 
Amid the choirs above, 

To hear our youthful voices 
Exulting in His love.’’ 


Twenty-five years later, amid the un- 
erring signs of change and decay, with 
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the same personnel, excepting a few who 
had joined the ‘‘choirs above,’’ that choir 
sang with somewhat faded voices those 
self-same lines,— 

‘“‘To hear our YOUTHFUL Voices, ete.’’ 

Among the members of that ancient 
choir was one Miss Ima Singer, now num- 
bered with those ‘‘ called higher,’’ although 
I had been not only almost, but fully, 
persuaded that the heights’ she had at- 
tained on the scale precluded the possibility 
of any loftier ascent. I am sure if it had 
not been that her name was an open ad- 
mission of her qualification, none would 
ever have dared to make any accusation of 
talent against her. 

Once during the singing of a solo at a 
service held for the benefit of the patients 
at the local hospital, not noticing the typo- 
graphical error in her $3.75 gift hymnal, 
Miss Ima shrieked out in piercing tones, 
‘¢Oh, what needles pain we bear!’’ On 
another occasion she sang,—‘‘Great hor- 
rors seized upon my frame and froze my 
victuals (vitals) cold.’’ 

When she came to a sign marked ‘‘ Re- 
frain,’’ which I interpreted as a signal to 
stop, she was heedless of the signal and 
plunged right on. 


But to resume, one thing in ae of. 


Floyd Redyns was that, in “taking charge 
of the Fair Hill choir, he was not assuming 
the role of an antiquarian. On the con- 
trary, with one or two exceptions he found 
himself surrounded by a band of enthusias- 
tic young people, who had somehow failed, 
however, to learn the lesson of co-opera- 
tion so essential to success. 

There was James Taylor, the baritone, 
who thought nothing of the dark and 
dreary distance from his home in Beaver 
Valley to the rehearsals at Fair Hill. Truly 
a labor of love; and his example condemned 
those who have more respect for their 
shoes than for their souls. 

There was Billie Derr, the leading tenor, 
who deemed it not too great sacrifice to 
lose,a shift from his work at 23% cents 
an hour in order to participate in the 
choir’s rendition of that marvellous musical 
cantata, ‘‘Pauline.’’ 

Also Roy Colgate and Jonas Krieger, 
tenors, in whose honor the choir put up 


its own little Service Flag when they en- — 


listed in the service of their country in 
the cause of universal freedom. 


A rich soprano voice was also lost to the | 


choir when Miss Schuyler went away to 
become a Red ‘Cross Nurse—going from 
a labor of love upon a mission of mercy. 

Then there were, too, the Duplan sisters, 
alto and soprano, who declined repeated 
offers to become members of paid choirs 
in the fashionable Churches of .the city. 
Theirs was a labor of love that did not 
measure its value in terms of earthly re- 
compense. 

And little Nellie, the organist! Why, 
bless you, the dollar a month which was 


voted her as ‘‘salary?’ didn’t suffice to — 


pay for her music lessons and shoe leather. 
A labor of love, indeed! — 

Other members there were, each con- 
tributing his or her share to the general 
success of the choir; and under a wise and 


eapable leadership the fame of the choir 


spread throughout the community so that 
the mere announcement of its special mus- 


ical programs was always a sure puprentes 


of a capacity turnout. 
When at last Rev. Mr. Splicer resigned 


the pastorate at Fair Hill it was feared 


that this would automatically sever Floyd 
Redyns’ relations with the choir; but to 
the joyous amazement of all, he continued 


his efforts, if possible with increasing © 
And just as he had wrought — 


earnestness. 
a complete transformation in the life of 
the choir, so there was” effected in his own 


evident that the work beruntl 
of personal friendship had be 
him a passion for horvieores Te: 


love. a aes 
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MISSIONARY MOTHER GOOSE 7 


Little Jack Horner 
Sat in a corner 
Eating a very queer pie; ' 
He saw in a trice : 
It held everything nice 
From the lands where the mission fields lie. an 
. 
From ‘Ceylon came the spice, 2 ‘ 
And from China the rice, ; 
And bananas from African highlands; 
There were nutmegs and cloves , rs 
Sent from Borneo’ ’s groves, ’ 
And yams from the South Sea Islands. he 


There were nuts from Brazil, eee 
All the corners to fill, 
And sugar and sago from Siam; 
And from Turkey a fig’ 
That was really so big, 
Jack’s mouth thought, ‘‘It’s larger than 
Dist neared 


There were pomegranates fair, an 
Grown in Persia’s soft air, 

And tortillas from Mexico found there; ~, 
And there did appear — > 
Grapes and grains from Korea, i. 

And all of the things that abound there. — 


A Syrian date 
Did not turn up too late. 
He need not for tea to Japan go; — 
Tamarinds were not few, ) 
.. There were oranges, too, t 
And from India many a mango. 


“*Now,’’ thought little Jack, 
a What shall I send back ~ 
To these lands for their presents to me# 2 ~~ 
The Bible, indeed, ; 
Is what they all need, 
So that shall go over the sea.’’ 


—M. B. Banks, in Over Land and Sea 


STRAIGHT TALK 
Employer—‘‘ What! You want a ra 
Why, when I was an office boy, I had 
work five years before I got one.?? 
Office Boy—‘‘ Yessir; but perhaps: yu Fes 
was one of those fat-head kids that ain’t 
worth a raise.’’—Boston Transcript. — lt 


BR Rew 


‘‘Why did you buy that old doo: 
when your office furniture is brand new 
‘I think a worn doormat outside is 
good advertisement for a lawyer. rv — Fut : 


UNCLE SAM 


A Unit of Experienced Clerks, All of The em ‘ 
Women, Is Straightening Out the 
Tangled Threads That Will 
Lead Our Boys “Home oe 
Quickly. : “ $ 7 
The latest and in some respects, the mo: 
interesting of the group of young y e 
to be employed by the United States 
ernment is the unit of index and catal 
clerks recruited during the summer 
various parts of the country and s 
overseas in late October. elem 
During the month of June a eall 
sent to the various library schools 
country for young women wl 
librarv training to assist in the 
catalogue work of the vari 
In response to this quite 
women volunteered and st 
fhe of pres r 


» Ne wy 
. 


Se eee eee 
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Each was attached temporarily to the 

_ nearest Quartermaster’s Department and 

: all were assembled in early October and 

placed in charge of the Army Transport 

Service in New York City. Here the form 

of activity changed very promptly and 

completely, and masculine officialdom turn- 

ed over to the Young Women’s Christian 

Association the matter of directing and 

selecting appropriate outfits for these 

young women for travel across the seas 

and for life in- France during the coming 

winter and the following summer. Uncle 

Sam insisted on sensible provision for com- 

- fort and safety in uniforming these his 
last recruits to the Expeditionary Force. 


The Unit Sails 


The unit sailed October 23 on the Ro- 
chambeau and had an interesting, though 
not unique experience in transport. The 

. ever-present life-saving belt and the daily 
darkening of all lights and closing of all 
_ portholes at sunset made the undersea 
menace a very real thing to everyone on 
; board the vessel. A terrific storm varied 
the tension somewhat, but-no real danger 
was encountered. The land of Southern 
France, viewed for the first time on No- 
vember 5, was most welcome indeed as tho 
party debarked at Bordeaux. From this 
port, with all details arranged for and 
all possible comfort anticipated, the unit 
was sent to Tours and there quartered for 
the present. The fields and towns of West- 
ern France were not made to feel the hor- 
rors of war as was the eastern territory, 
_ and thus presented to the eye a scene of 
beauty not equaled elsewhere. Tours was 
ehosen for the headquarters of the Chief 
_ Quartermaster when bombing raids in Paris 
became too frequent for comfort or safety, 
though it is intimated that the department 
may soon be returned to Paris again, 


A small hotel, chartered by the Govern- 
_ ment and placed in charge of a Y. W. C. 
_ Secretary, is used exclusively for young 
women in the employ of the Government, 
s being the third of this kind in Tours. 
_ Conveniences such as open fireplaces and 

ba athrooms were quite enthusiastically wel- 
omed, as they had hardly been expected in 
ery ce, of Wartime, conditions. While 


Goverament Index ond Catslog Clerks 


mass of correspondence and statistics that 
has been piling into the Chief Quartermas- 
ter’s office lacks much of the thrill that 
comes from service nearer the front 01 
under actual fighting conditions, there is 
much in the thought that they are really a 
part of the actual conflict, and by no means 
an unimportant part, that rouses the en- 
thusiasm of this library unit and sustains 
them in anticipation of a possible year of 
continuous service. 


Victory Day in France 


‘One of the early experiences of the group 
came from the peace celebration that broke 
out spontaneously all over France on the 
morning of November 11, when word of 
the armistice was generally circulated. On 
that Monday morning Tours was quiet, its 
people apparently depressed and mournful, 
but by night a wonderful change had taken 
place. The whole city seemed to have blos- 
somed into a mass of colored lights and 
moving crowds of people everywhere sing- 
ing, laughing, shouting and cheering. 

French and American flags were every- 
where in evidence and ‘‘ Vive la France, 
vive 1’Amerique’’ was shouted on every 
hand as the populace shook hands, kissed 
each other, and laughed and eried all at 
once. The celebration took form as the 
American band led a procession through 
the streets composed of practically the en- 
tire populace. One day was insufficient for 
the celebration and it continued for the 
days and nights following. The young 
women of the library unit were very much 
surprised by a snake dance composed of 
singing soldiers who entered the dining 


room at the dinner hour, circulated among © 


the tables, and passed out at the rear door. 
No one seems to have assumed any re- 
sponsibility for sanity during the progress 
of the celebration. 

Now that the fighting and the shouting 
are over, the unit will settle down to a 
more normal life and will contribute a 
service that is by no means unimportant in 
helping Uncle Sam to straighten out the 
many details necessary before the Expedi- 
tionary Force can be returned to the home- 
land. And as they are hastening the home- 
coming of our dear boys, they are working 
for us all. 


A ee yf og 
Terwain Ke Agele - 

The one Maryland girl in the unit is 
Miss Miriam Apple, daughter of President 
and Mrs. Joseph H. Apple, of Hood Col- 
lege, Frederick. Miss Apple was spending 
a year’s leave of absence from her duties 
as librarian at the College—in graduate . 
study at a library school—when the chal- 
lenge came to her. She writes quite inter- 
estingly of her experiences, and expresses 
the opinion that a year will be required 
to perform the service for which they have 
been recruited. 


THE MALE OF THE SPECIES 


Willie was in a fit of temper, for mother 
had found that all his nighties were too 
dirty to use. ‘‘But never mind,’’ she 
said, to console him; ‘‘you ean wear one 
of sister’s night-gowns to-night.’ 

‘‘What!’’ said Willie; ‘‘a girl’s?’’ 

‘<Yes,’’ answered mother, “why not??? 

Willie drew himself up to his full height 
and sniffed disdainfully. 

“*T won’t do it,’’ said he; ‘‘I’d rather 
go to bed raw! ’’—Christian Messenger. 
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MRS. MATILDA APPLEGATE MORE 
In Memoriam 


Of all the splendid letters written by 
Superintendent More in the Bethany Or- 
phans’ Home column of the ‘‘ Messenger,’’ 
none was sadder and yet none was more 
beautiful than the letter of this week, 
which tells under the shadow of a devastat- 
ing sorrow the story of a triumphant faith. 
Certainly the whole Church feels a pro- 
found sense of loss that the Superintend- 
ents of our two largest Orphans’ Homes 
should within ‘so short a time have been 
bereaved by the death of their consecrated 
helpmeets, for in the departure of Mrs. 
Keifer, of St. Paul’s Home, and Mrs. More, 
of Bethany, the Church has last two women 
whose lives were truly rich with good 
works. Weakened by the strain of the 
great epidemic, in which she gave herselt 
so unremittingly in anxious care for the 
sick children, with all too little help, Mrs. 
More could not resist the ravages of the 
dread disease which finally fastened itself 
upon her. Is it not seemly that in mourn- 
ing the departure from so many useful 
activities of this good woman, the Church 
should feel a share of self-reproach that 
more whole-hearted assistance - was not 
given to those charged with so tremendous 
a responsibility The sympathy and pray- 
ers of thousands will go out to Superin- 
tendent More and his daughters in the 
great loss that has come to them. 

The funeral services of Mrs. More were, 
held at the Bausman Memorial Church, 
Bethany Orphans’ Home, Monday, Febru- 
ary 10, at 11 A. M. Rey. Edwin §S. Lein- 
bach, of Womelsdorf, read the Seripture 
lesson, Dr. C. E. Creitz, of Reading, offered 
prayer, and Dr. Ellis N. Kremer, of Harris- 
burg, spoke on the text, ‘‘Because I live, 
ye shall live also.’’ He referred feelingly 
to the self-sacrificing and efficient labors 
of Mrs. More in mothering the seven hun- 
dred orphans who had come under her care. 
Rey. H. I. Crow, of Bethlehem, read the 
Scriptures at the house, and interment was 
made in the grove adjoining the Home 
frounds. A large number of ministers and 
sorrowing Triénds were present. 

It seemed most fitting that the body of 
this consecrated servant of the Church 
should be interred so near to the Home 
where she rendered such a beautiful serv- 
ice and where her grave will doubtless be 
a sacred shrine, not only for the many 
orphan children for whom she cared so 
tenderly, but for the many thousands who 
from time to time visit that glorious spot 
and rejoice in such a ministry of love to 
the fatherless and motherless wards of the 
Church, 


NOTICE TO GENERAL SYNOD DELE- 
GATES . 


The General Passenger Agent of tho 


Pennsylvania Railroad has written to me 
as follows: a 


Clergymen who hold Clerical Certificates 
for 1919, issued by the United States Rail- 
road Administration, under C. L. Hunter, 
143 Liberty street, New York City, will be 
entitled to half fare upon presentation of 
these books to any ticket agent between 
all stations in the United States where tho 
railroad is under Federal control. This in- 
cludes stations within the State of Penn- 
sylvania this year. 


(For example, they can 
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purchase clerical tickets from Pittsburgh, 
Harrisburg, ete., to Altoona.) 

He regrets that no reduced rates have 
been granted to lay delegates. 


Cyrus Cort, 


R. R. Agent General Synod. 
Overlea, Md., Feb. 4, 1919. 


NOTICE 


All delegates to the special meeting of 
General Synod desiring entertainment on 
the Harvard plan should send word of their 
coming to the pastor loci, Rev. Oswin S. 
Frantz, Altoona, Pa. Not having the roll 
of delegates, it is impossible to have re- 
turn cards mailed to delegates. The com- 
mittee on entertainment must rely entirely 
upon the response that shall be made to 
the notices in the Church papers. Such 
replies must be on hand March Ist at the 
very latest: 

Visitors or delegates desiring hotel ac- 
commodations at their own expense must 
be sure to make reservations in advance. 
They cannot expect accommodations with- 
out such reservation. The local committee 
will be glad to make these reservations 


when requested to do so. 


Rev. Frank R. Lefever, pastor of the 
First Church, Greensboro, N. ‘C., has been 
elected Secretary-Ireasurer of the Min- 
isters’ Association of that city, for 1919. 

The Every-Member Canvass of Grace 
Church, Washington, D. C., Dr. H. H. 
Ranck, pastor, will be conducted February 
16. ; 


The men of Trinity Church, Everett, Pa., 


are working under the leadership of thei 
pastor, Rev. Harry W. Wissler, on the 
War Emergency Campaign. 

Somebody says that ‘‘a ‘Goat Christian’ 
is a baptized person who strays about the 
town 6 days in the week but stays in the 
shed on Sunday eating newspapers.’’ 


‘Rey. L. D. Benner, Financial Secretary 
and Treasurer of the Mission House, preach- 
ed last Sunday in Emanuel ‘Church, Phila- 
delphia, Rev. Dr. B. S. Stern, pastor. 


President H. J. Christman, of Central . 


Theological Seminary, preached last Sun- 
day morning in the First Church, Haston, 
Pa., Rev. KE, F, Evemeyer, pastor. 


The average attendance in St. Stephen’s 
Sunday School, Lebanon, Pa. Dr. E. F. 


Wiest, pastor, for January, was 200, with 


11 additions. The enrollment is 385 and a 
drive for membership is on. 


In Trinity Sunday School, Philadelphia, 


Dr. J. M. 8. Isenberg, pastor, the average — 


attendance during January was 742, the 
total attendance 2,970, and the total offer- 
ing $227.25. 

St. Peter’s, Pikeland, Chester County, 
went ‘Over the Top’’ by 60%. Reports — 


from other sections of that county give — 
assurance that Chester County has” seo : 


ed its quota. 
Eleven ate ee ‘Ohurehes 


pape te: cane a 
from 50 to 100%, inet 


Colonel Roosevelt, os 
pastor of Trinity Re 
one of the. speakers. 
mee .® bag Lae oo 


Peters, 


thak “Buck Co reo 


DD A (|) |) | 


crowded | ae 


Top’’ in the War Emergency Campaign. — 
Pastors and people are happy over the out 
come. <i 

A committee of Grace Sanden School, 
Washington, D. C., Dr. H. H. Ranck, pastor 
has published a fine testimonial to the 
traordinary services of Elder Henry 
Shook, who has retired as superintend 
of the school after 31 years of assiduc 
and much appreciated service. 


Mrs. Sadie E. Knight, a member of 
Paul’s congregation, Monroe, Pa., ‘Rey. 
G. Snyder, pastor, has planned to gi 
$5,000 Memorial Fund to St. Paul 
phans’ Home, in loving memory 
departed husband, the late Elde 
Knight. 


The Consistory of First Chureh, 
O., increased the salary of their 
Rev. Karl A. Stein, $500, at the a 
Congregational Meeting, The entire 
get of $11,000 was raised. during» 
The work of the Chureh is in 
ing condition. 


Messiah Church, Philadelphia, 
LaRose, pastor, reports 122 presen 
“prayer service, February 5. How m 
our congregations can report a laa r 
ber? A helpful message was bro 
Mr. George W. Waidner of the Pul 
Board. On February 12 the spe 
Dr. Charles E. Schaeffer. : 


NOTICE—Subscribers to the ‘‘™ 
ger’’ whose subscriptions h be 
newed recently need not be conce 
_ changes in the date are not in 
made. Owing to war conditio 


could not be “procured, but the 
be made at the earliest possibl 


Rev. W. GC. Beck, pastor 
peck, Pa., Charge, Nescopeck 
congregations, was never more 
nor more deeply appreciative than 
he was presented with a check fo 
at the recent meeting of the Consi 
Mt. Zion Charl in the home of 
E. Hess. 


First. cueee of Fostoria, ¢ 0, R 


Dales by 7200, widen ‘is 
ated. The Christmas gift 
cause was $17 and for 
Syrian Relief $39. The 


aundey February 2, 
preached a sermon to 
Berwick and ae 
pa oe which | 


pressive. nae 
Rev. C. G. Petri ‘re ( 

Chester County, Pa. 

ering or exceeding 


in the interests of the War Emergency 
Campaign not only helped him to gather 
funds for that purpose, but also to intro- 
duce the ‘‘Messenger’’ into the homes of 
a number of his people, and he is hoping 


to »secure additional subscribers. This 
sort of practical co-operation is greatly 
appreciated. 
Anniversary Day in St. John’s Church, 
Saint Clair, Pa., Rev. E. F. Faust, pastor, 
-was observed February 2, and the day was 
thoroughly enjoyed by all. The preacher 
; of the day was Prof. Theo. F. Herman, of 
__ Laneaster, who greatly edified and inspired 
the people. All the services were largely 
attended. It was mid-winter Rally in the 
_ Sunday School. A feature of the occasion 
is a free-will offering for the Building 
Fund, and $275 was given. 


Se The Rey. Dr. P. ‘C. Prugh, San Gabriel, 
e (California, has sent-an additional contri- 
r bution of $100 for the War Emergency 
_ Fund. At Christmas he sent a gift of $10. 
: The character of his long and useful min- 
istry make him appreciative of the im, 
’ perative needs which this Fund will cover. 
May this Nestor of our denomination live 
long enough to see many programs,of the 
‘Church for the New Era carried to suc- 
~ eessful completion! 


Rev. Dr. Martin Schweitzer, of Ephrata, 
-  Pa., has returned home from the General 
‘Hospital in Lancaster, after 2 months’ con- 
_ finement, and. is slowly recovering from 
Es his severe accident. During his illness his 
pulpits are regularly supplied by profes 
sors and students of the Seminary. He 
returns sincere thanks for the many let- 
ers of cheer and comfort from so many 
_ friends, and especially the members of 
the Eastern Synod, who sent resolutions 
of sympathy while’ in session at Wilkes- 
Barre, Pa. Dr. Schweitzer hopes to re- 
ume his regular duties by Easter. 


_ Hebron Church, Deep Water, Mo., the 
- Rev. D. Neuenschwander, has the honor 
of being the first congregation to remit its 

- contribution to the War Emergency Fund. 


Rickniick, Ross Ghose: Ohio. This was 
e by the Sunday School and in a charge 
iat is without a pastor. The third congre- 
on to go ‘‘Over the Top’’ and forward 
contribution was Bethlehem Church, 
Glassboro, N. J. It is almost 100% in ex- 
cess of its quota. The pastor is abe Rev. 
. Schmuck. | ; 

é he congregation and Sunday School of 
3 ane Cate. Concord, N. me Rev. W. 


; Laie. the work of the Church for 
he eee Before anything was brought 
orward, a service of meditation and prayer 
“held in which each member of the 
ined in prayer. With a pray- 


Laat 


eis 
ood and 


tt was an. ‘Over the Ce amount. The ; 


eesGom bination of pean 


m. Ti 
er, 
id. Nenad its dedication was held in the Willow 


ing Consistory the pastor and each member 
in particular heartily endorsed a soul-win- 
ning campaign during the Lenten season. 

The W. M. 8. of St. John’s Church, 
Shenango, Pa., Charge, Rev. A. C. Renoll, 
Ph.D., pastor, held its Thank Offering ser- 
vice Sunday morning, December 8, in 
charge of the President, Mrs. Ralph 
Hecker, who led the response of the printed 
service used. After the offering the Society 
joined in the Consecration Prayer. Suit- 
able hymns and readings on gratitude, and 
an addlress, ‘‘Give an Account of Thy 
Stewardship,’’ by Mrs. A. 'C. Renoll, made 
an inspiring service. Offering $25.50. The 
Society is studying ‘‘Women Workers of 
the Orient.’’ 


At the re-organization of the ‘Consistory 
of First Church, Schuylkill Haven, Pa., 
held on Wednesday evening, February 5, 
the salary of the pastor, Rev. Elmer G. 
Leinbach, was increased $120 a year. This 
is the fourth increase in 8 years. The 
salary of the organist was also increased. 
The Chureh year closed with a balance 


in the treasury of almost $600, with all. 


bills paid. $300 was paid on the Church 
debt. The Ladies’ Aid Society pur- 
chased 2 handsome rugs for the parsonage. 
The congregation will go ‘‘over the top’’ 
on the War Emergency Campaign Drive. 
The pastor and people of First Church feel 
that they have much to be thankful for. 


The mid-winter Communion, preceded by 
a two-weeks’ Evangelistic Campaign, con- 
dueted by the pastor, Rev. Maurice Sam- 
son, was celebrated February 2 in Olivet 
Church, Philadelphia. The attendance was 
one of the largest during the present pas- 
torate. 
and many were brought into closer rela- 
tionship with the Lord. 12 new members 
were received, 8 by letter, 1 by profes- 
sion of faith and 3 by reprofession. 4 in- 
fants were dedicated in baptism. The of- 
fering for the day was over $300 for all 
purposes. Olivet’s quota in the Waw 
Emergency ‘Campaign was $104. This sum 
was exceeded by $104.13. The Sunday 
School raised $35 for the stricken Armen- 
ians and Syrians. 


The Disciples of Christ, who are co-oper- 
ating in the national Inter-Church Emer- 
gency Campaign for $10,000,000 for recon- 
struction work, have already attained their 
allotment of $125,000.in the drive, it was 
announced February 6, at the headquarters 
for the movement. It.is interesting to 
note that $5,000 of this sum will be used 
‘in aiding the Americanization movement, 
and the same is to be used for work among 
returning soldiers and sailors. The ques- 
tion of caring for the spiritual welfare of 
the large numbers of negroes from the 
South who have migrated into Northern 
states during the war by reason of the high 
wages paid in munition towns, has a prom- 
inent place on the after-war programme of 
the Disciples of ‘Christ. 

The Weymer Missionary Society of Zion 
Church, Hagerstown, Md., Rev. J. Spangler 
Kieffer, D. D., pastor, held its quarterly 
meeting on the evening of January 27, in 
the chapel. This Society, which has been 
in existence and has been actively engaged 
in missionary work for 40 years, has re- 
cently been changed from a congregational 
society to one that will hereafter be di- 


- rected and governed by the ladies-of the 


congregation, who are the officers and ex- 
ecutive heads, with the men of the Church 
as associate members. Mrs. J. Spangler 
‘Kieffer is President. The meeting was 


well attended by both the men and women 
of the congregation and all of the officers 


were present. It was a most impressive 


- mecting, and the interest taken in the 
_ program and in the affairs of the Society 


‘speaks well for its future. 
One of the most memorable services 


Street, Pa., Chureh, Sunday, January 26. 
he auditorium was filled to Ce goes The 


The membership was quickened - 


pastor, Rev. G. A. Stauffer, had for his 
theme ‘‘The Christian Warfare,’’ using as 
his text Ephesians 6:11—‘‘Put on the 
whole armor of God that you may be able 
to withstand the wiles of the devil.’’ In 
a most practical and eloquent manner Rey. 
Mr. Stauffer spoke of the enemies of man 
and enumerated the different weapons by 
which man may conquer. At the conclu- 
sion of his discourse he made a_heart- 
stirring appeal for enlistment in the Army 
of the Lord, and 10 adults came forward 
and volunteered their lives as Soldiers of 
the Cross. These persons received the rites 
of holy baptism and were confirmed mem- 
bers of thee Church. The service was in- 
spiring throughout and made a deep im- 
pression upon the congregation. 

In Salem Church (Hellers) near Lea- 
cock, Pa., Rev. H. J. Hillegass, pastor, the 
Christmas service was held on Christmas 
Day in the presence of a large audience. 
An appropriate service was well rendered. 
The offering for the orphans was $35.62. 
Holy Communion was administered on the 
first Sunday in January. The very cold 
day made the number communing rather 
small. Offerings for apportionment $54. 
An. offering of $40.06 for Armenian and 
Syrian Relief was taken on Sunday, Jan- 
uary 26. The 34th anniversary of the 
Missionary Society was observed on Sun- 
day evening, December 1. On account of 
the illness of the pastor, he could not at- 
tend this meeting. For a while the ‘‘Flu’’” 
made havoc in this section and many of 
the members died from it, Drmeing sorrow 
into many homes. - 


““Over the Top’’ in fine cee must be 
said of the members of Trinity Church, 
Delmont, Pa. After the pastor, Rev. A. 
S. Lenhart, had presented the cause of 
our War Emergency Campaign at the morn- 
ing service, February 2, the audience was 
challenged to contribute toward this noble 
cause and responded with a gift of $122, 
And there are others who were absent 
and are yet to be heard from. This amount 
is twice as much as this congregation was 
asked for. Such a response was very grati- 
fying, both to pastor and people. A Young 
People’s Society of Christian Endeavor has 
been organized in Trintity Chureh by the 
pastor. This Society begins work with 
20 active members and 10 associate mem- 
bers. The first meeting was held on An- 
niversary Night, February 2, with 45 per- 
sons in attendance, 

The Christmas season was duly observed 
in the Greencastle, Pa., Charge, Rev. I. N. 
Peightel, D. D., pastor, by both congrega- 
tions, and the orphans of the ‘Church were 
remembered with largely increased offer- 
ings. Greencastle observed the established 
custom of an early morning union Christ- 
mas service, which was highly appreciated. 
The ‘‘Week of Prayer’’ was observed 
with union services. The union service is 
highly appreciated here. On January 12, 
the mid-winter Communion was adminis- 
tered to Grace congregation, and while the 
‘Plu’? and other conditions prevented the 
usual large attendance at this service, the 
offering was not affected adversely. It 
amounted to $190 for classical apportion- 
ment. Later the congregation made its 
contribution for Armenian and Syrian Re- 
lief, which was $265. On February 9 a 
union Roosevelt Memorial Service was held. 
Both congregations will raise their allot- 
ment for the War Emergency Campaign 
on February 16. The people of Greencastle 
Charge are in thorough sympathy with all 
aggressive. movements of the Church and 


lend cheerful and liberal financial help.” 


The pastor writes: ‘‘We never ask for or 
announce a ‘collection,’ for that means just 
anything handy. Always an offering which 
carries with it the idea of thought and 
sacrifice.’’ 

The work in First Church, Greensboro, 
N. C., Rev. F. R. Lefever, B. D., pastor, is 
taking on normal activity after the long 
siege of the ‘‘Flu.’’ Splendid attendance 
at Holy Communion February 2. Offerings 


. = 
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$72, The pastor has received 11 members 
into the Church since he assumed the work, 
July 1. A campaign to reduce the debt on 
the property, conducted during the fall 
months, resulted in the payment of $1,100 
by January 15, despite the epidemic. The 
W. M.S. received the commendable sum of 
$26 through the Thank Offering boxes. The 
Every-Member ‘Canvass shows increases in 


both current and benevolent pledges, On 
January 1 the Sunday School was reor- 
ganized and graded, under the direction 
of the new superintendent, Elder John T. 
Plott, and has promise of bigger things. On 
January 12 the pastor preached on ‘‘Theo- 
dore Roosevelt;’’ text, IL Samuel 3: 38. 
The sermon attracted many visitors and 
provoked much favorable comment. The 
whole service was in the nature of a me- 
morial to this distinguished member of the 
Reformed Church. 

Director Rev. J. S. Peters, Lehigh ‘Coun- 
ty, reports on Monday morning the Allen- 
town Churches are going ‘‘Over the Top.’’ 

St. Paul’s Church, Bismarck, Pa., Rev. 
W. ©. Hess, pastor, exceeded the quota for 
War Emergency by 50% on February 9. 

Grace Church, Baltimore, H. A. Shiffer, 
pastor, almost doubled its quota for War 
Emergency. 

Rev. E. R. Williard, D. D., began a two- 
weeks’ series of evangelistic services at 
‘Ohmer Park, Dayton, O., February 11. 

The First and Second ‘Churches of Lex- 
ington, N. C., have raised their full quota 
and more in the War Emergency 'Campaign. 

Dr. C. W. Levan conducted a helpful 
Roosevelt memorial service in Alexandria, 
Pa., last Sunday evening. 

Rev. I. O. Schell, of Allentown, Pa., was 
‘elected pastor of the Indian Creek Church, 
near Telford, Pa., on February 2. 

Director Rey. Allen S. Meck, of North- 
ampton County, reports that the Churches 
heard from on Monday had gone ‘‘Over 
the Top,’’ some of them from 10 to 50%. 

Rey. O. R. Frantz, Minersville, Pa., re- 
ports with great pleasure that his congre- 
gation has gone ‘‘Over the Top,’’ with 
more to follow. 

Director Rev. Dr. J. Harvey Mickley, of 
Johnstown, Pa., reports that the Churches 
of Cambria County will go ‘‘Over the 
Top. d? 

Rev. D. 8S. Stephan, of Somerset County, 
expresses his pleasure in the fact that 
Somerset County is going ‘‘Over the Top’’ 
in splendid shape. 

Director E. L. Coblentz, Esq., of Fred- 
erick County, Maryland, reports that his 
county has gone ‘‘Over the Top’’ by about 
30%. 

Rev. George B. Hamm conducted a 
Roosevelt memorial service in Christ 
Church, Hellertown, Pa., last Sunday morn- 
ing. Boy Scouts attended in a body. 


Lt. L. V. Hetrick has resigned as pastor 
of Salem Church, Doylestown, Pa., and ex- 
pects to remain in the U.S. service. He 
is now a Chaplain at Camp Upton, N. Y. 


Trinity Church, Waynesboro, Franklin - 


County, reports that it has gone ‘‘Over 
the Top.’’ Rev. Dr. F. F. Bahner is the 
pastor. 


Foreign Mission Sunday, February 23, 
will clarify your world-view and enlarge 
your heart. Make it count vis in your 
own life. 

First Church, Lebanon, Pas DreWse D: 
Happel, pastor, went ‘‘over the top’? with 
more than $400 contributed at the Sunday 
services for the War Emergency Fund. 

The news esies from Boston that the 
Reformed Church in that city, Rev. E. W. 
C. Brueckner, has gone ‘‘Over the Top.’’ 
The news comes in the form of a check 
for an amount that represents this, 

Rev. J. O. Lindaman delivered an address 
on the War Emergency Fund at the Alta- 
mont, Pa., Chureh, last Sunday and con- 


REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER 


ducted an election for pastor. Rev. J. R. 
Rothermel, of Fleetwood, Pa., was elected. 

Rev. H. W. Kochenderfer, a teacher in 
the Central High School, Philadelphia, 
preached the baccalaureate sermon in 
‘Christ Reformed Church, on ‘‘Strength for 
the Duties of Life.’’ 

Trinity Church, Allentown, Pa., Dr. J. 
J. Schaeffer, pastor, made a grand success 
of its War Emergency Campaign, pushing 
beyond the quota of $240. This does not 
include any pledges, but is all in cash 
ready to be handed over. 

Dr. N. C. Schaeffer has reappointed Rev. 
J. Thomas Fox, New Bloomfield, Pa., as 
President of the Examining Board to ex- 
amine applicants for State Teachers’ 
Permanent Certificates in the 19th District 


of Pennsylvania. 


Rev. R. J. Pilgram, St. Peter’s, Lancas- 
ter, reports his congregation has gone 
‘*Over the Top’’ by 60% and more to fol- 
low. He tenders his congratulations to the 
Campaign Committee for its direction of 
the campaign. 

Rey. James B. Musser, of Ellwood City, 
Pa., is issuing an interesting new parish 
paper, entitled, ‘‘Immanuel’s Helper.’’ At 
the recent congregational supper 76 per- 
sons were served. The offering for Ar- 
menian Relief was $109.54. 

Grace Church, Philadelphia, Rev. U. C. 
E. Gutelius, pastor, believes in going 


blow 29 wi j y in - 
over the top’? with a vim. Its quota in - people? 


the War Emergency Campaign was $310, 
and it has reported $740 up to date. Ex- 
cellent! 


It is a pleasure to report that the salary 
of Rev. C. Harry Kehm, Zion’s Church, 
Pottstown, Pa., has been doubled in his 
pastorate of 7 years, and the congregation 
has given other evidences of marked pro- 
gressive spirit. They are now planning for 
the installation of a new pipe organ. 

The Collegeville, Pa., Charge, Rev. Wm. 
S. Clapp, pastor, went ‘‘over the top’’ Feb- 
ruary 9 for War Emergency, responding 
with $170 to the quota of $125. Trinity, 
Skippack, Church was challenged for $75 
and raised $100. The salary of the pastor 
was recently increased $300 a year. 

The Willow Street Charge, Rev. G. A. 
Stuaffer, pastor, went ‘‘over the top’’ in 
the War Emergency Campaign with a total 
of $135.50. The small congregation at 
‘Conestoga, whose quota was $11, raised 
$24, Only two weeks prior this little flock 
of consecrated workers contributed $30 for 
Relief in the Near East. 


The Sunday School of Christ Church, 
Elizabethtown, Pa., Rev. B. M. Meyer, pas- 
tor, was closed over the holiday season, 
but when the school opened.a special ef- 
fort was made to raise the offering for the 
orphans and $110 was given, of which the 
Ladies’ Bible ‘Class brought $35. The con- 
gregation is now making a canvass for the 
War Emergency Fund. 


Rev. C. R. Ferner, of Mt. Pleasant, Pa., 
whom the ‘Church knows as one deeply in- 
terested in all benevolent activities, has 
sent his check for $100 for the War Emerg- 
ency Fund. This brother is no longer able 
by his voice to inspire men and women to 
good deeds, but his generous benevolent 
activity surely is speaking to thousands 
who could not have heard his voice. 


At the Roosevelt Memorial Services in 
Market Hall, Elizabethtown, Fa., February 
9, Professor oe M. J. Klein, of B. and a 
College, delivered the address. J. N. O 
weiler, Chairman of the Troop Sains 
and superintendent of Christ Reformed 8. 
8., spoke on ‘‘Roosevelt and Scouting.’’ 
The local Troop, which Mr. Olweiler helped 
to organize, was one of iA eee and best 
troops in the county. — 


The War Emergency: Ca 


ried through with enthusiasm. | at Turbot- 
ville, Pa., Rev. J. C. 


‘has in recent years served as rector of 


- the U. 8. A., Witherspoon 


was car- , 


Sanders, pastor. re i; 
quota was $110 and aaa aca t 


yt es + 
fat 
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ed as follows: Paradise, $86; Turbotville, 
$71.50. Benevolent gifts from this charge 


since May 1, 1918, total $1,250. Rev. W. ; 
J. Muir, a former pastor, was a recent wel-— "i 
come visitor and delivered two splendid — “ 
messages. - J 


Dr. J. M. G. Darms can report Old Salem 
Church, Allentown, Pa., going ‘‘over the “s 
top’’ on War Emergency. They are sure of a 
$850 and more. This makes over $1,200 
for special causes, in addition to Church 
support and regular benevolences, since 


January 1. The pastor feels that Salem’s . 
heart ‘beats true to every interest of the = 
Kingdom. ; ks 

The Rev. Edwin A. Gernant, at one time 


pastor of Zion Church, Allentown, Pa., who 


various Protestant Episcopal Churches, 
died at Mt. Vernon, N. Y., and wassinter- 
red at Leesport, Pa. He was a graduate of 
F, and M. College, and was formerly well 
known in our denomination. He was 63 

years old, and is survived by one son, = 
win §., and one daughter, Gertrude. . 


This week’s ‘‘Messenger’’ is full of th 
slogan ‘‘Over the Top.’’ It is an im- 
pressive revelation of the spirit of the Re- 
formed Church to-day. Who is not heart- L 
ened by the returns? Director Isenberg — oe 
and his colleagues are to be felicitated of 
course; but really it is the entire denom- 
ination that deserves congratulation. Why — 
have some of us had so little faith in 1 


At the January meeting of the Consist- ie 
ory of St. John’s Church, Schuylkill Hay 
Pa., on the 15th, Rev. and Mrs. M. A. Kief. S,.. 
fer received the members of the Consistory ul 
with their wives at a luncheon at the par- — 
sonage after the mid-week service. 3 
an enjoyable time to all who were pr 
The Consistory was reorganized and 
plans for the work of the New Year. ; 
30 persons were present. 


Recent sermon themes of Dr. Ff 


include the following: “The Passin 
a Great American,’ ‘«Some Plaga 0. 


HOLDING ‘DOW 
UP VALUES. 


Manufacturers om rcafloth of ready- y- to- 
wear Suits and Overcoats. 


Custom Tailoring 
Men's Furnishings 


LEINBACH & BRO. 
Cor. 8th and Penn Sts., READING, 


the Historical Significance e 
of Denominationalism n 


A Paper ; 


Read before the Conference on G 
Union held at the invitation of the 
Assembly of the Presbyte! Cc 


delphia, Pa., December 4-£ dg : 


pile. 
man, D. D., of Dayton, O., visited the 
_ pastor and preached the evening sermon. 
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day,’’?’ ‘‘Why a National Prohibition 
Amendment??? ‘‘Achieving the Impossi- 
ble,’’? ‘‘The Appeal of France and Bel- 
gium,’’ ‘‘Servants of the Lord Jesus 
Christ.’? February 2 marked the 14th an- 
niversary of the fruitful pastorate of Dr. 
Isenberg. 

So far Trinity Church, York, Rev. 8. H. 
Stein, has the honor of heading the list 
as the largest giver to the War Emergency 
Fund. It has designated its gift as the 
Rupp-Pollock Memorial Fund in recogni- 
tion of the appreciation of two of their 
young men who gave their lives in France, 
and it amounts at this writing to $1,311.89. 
There is every indication that York Coun- 
ty will go ‘‘Over the Top.’’ The Rev. 8. 
H. Stein is Director and Rev. Dr. M. J. 
Roth is associate. 


In the War Emergency Campaign the 
following Baltimore Churches have already 
raised more than their quota: Christ, Rev. 
J. L. Barnhart; Faith, Dr. A. S. Weber; 
Grace, Rev. H. A. Shiffer; St. Luke’s, Rev. 
Atvill Conner; St. Mark’s, Rev. J. R. T. 
Hedeman; Third, Rev. J. R. Bergey; Trin- 
ity, Rev. E. R. Hoke. All of these congre- 
gations raised the money at a Church serv- 
ice in a short time and the people enjoyed 
giving. Other Baltimore Churches are ex- 
pected soon to go ‘‘over the top.”’ 

The War Emergency Campaign in St. 
John’s congregation, Schuylkill Haven, 
Pa., Rev. M. A. Kieffer, pastor, was in 
charge of the deacons of the congregation, 
and some 30 ladies of the congregation 
made the canvass, with the result that the 
quota was’ oversubscribed. Their allot- 
ment was $350. This congregation enrolled 
476 members of the Red Cross recently, 
and the Sunday School has pledged $500 
to the support of the Armenians. 


Rev. J. W. Zehring, pastor of Trinity 
Church, Mountville, Pa., was much sur- 
prised when a telephone man stopped at the 
parsonage and asked, ‘‘ Where do you want 
your phone?’’ After some inquiry, he dis- 
covered that the Amity Sunday School 
class, taught by Miss Barbara Seitz, had 
planned the surprise. It is this same class, 
with the slogan, ‘‘We Do Things!’’ that 
put on a successful ‘‘Messenger’’ Cam- 
paign a few weeks ago which added a num- 
ber of new subscribers in the small congre- 
gation. All pastors would appreciate such 
classes. : 


Of course you are all eagerly awaiting 
next week’s issue of the ‘‘Messenger.’’ 
The annual Woman’s Number will be splen- 
did—we can promise you that. We are 
very grateful for the gracious response of 
so many representatives of the best wo- 
manhood of the Reformed Church who have 
contributed to our pages during the past 
year, and next week’s issue will be a not- 
able addition to the service thus rendered. 
Don’t miss anything in that issue, for ed- 
itorials, articles, stories, poems, etc., will 
all be contributed by the ladies. No ‘‘mere 
man’’ is eligible to contribute, but every 
man will want to read it. 


_ Last Sunday St. Stephen’s Church, Per- 
kasie, Pa., Rev. Albert G. Peters, B. D., 


pastor, joined the procession ‘‘over the 


top’’ with the War Emergency Campaign 
by raising $322, with a few sections of the 
congregation still to be canvassed. 
Sunday School also recently contributed 
$166 for Armenian and Syrian Relief. The 
Christmas offering for Bethany Orphans’ 
Home and Phoebe Home was $207. The 
spirit of liberality and of desire to be 
helpful to others has taken hold of the peo- 
Last Sunday Rev. Henry J. Christ- 


The congregation intends to_observe ‘‘Go 
to Church Week’’ during the first week in 


February 9 was certainly ‘a red letter — 


in Trinity First Church, York, Pa., Rev. 
Stein, pastor. The Boy Scouts of the 
réh participated in the memorial to 


“7 


The 
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Theodore Roosevelt, the inspirer of youth, 
and the War Emergency offering was in 
honor of the two boys of the Church who 
died in the service of their country and 
now lie resting in the soil of France, hard 
by the ruins and ashes of many Protestant 
Churches. A fund of $1,000 was asked for 
to be named in memory of these boys. The 
pastor preached in the morning on ‘‘The 
Life of Theodore Roosevelt—A Moral and 
‘Religious Inspiration,’’ and in the evening 
on ‘‘The Republic of God.’’ The splendid 
offering now totals $1,311.89. 


In the First Church, Wilkes-Barre, Pa., 
Rev. J. Rauch Stein, pastor, Mr. Eugene 
Mace, Treasurer of the War Emergency 
Fund, reported on the evening of Febru- 
ary 9, that the congregation had gone 
‘fover the top.’? It was divided into 18 
districts, each of which was convassed by 
at least two laymen. The quota was $205 
and 375 contributors gave $240. Boy Scout 
Troop, No. 27, of the congregation, attend- 
ed the morning and evening services in a 
body in regulation uniform on February 9. 
The first service was a memorial to Theo- 
dore Roosevelt, the second, an appreciation 
of the Boy Scout aims and ideals. Both 
were largely attended. In the Boy Scout 
contest last Saturday the First Church 
Troop, under the care of the Scout Master, 
Elder J. H. Knorr, succeeded in winning 2 
first and 2 second places. 


It was the privilege of the Editor of the 
“«Messenger’’ to spend last Sunday in the 
beautiful city of Rochester, N. Y., preach- 
ing in the morning at a well attended 
“‘Wather and Son Service’’ in Dewey Ave- 
nue Church, Rev. Addison H. Groff, pastor. 
This Mission, which occupies a beautiful 
and well-appointed chapel, is making re- 
markable progress under its devoted leader 
and bids fair to become a large and sub: 
stantial congregation. 
Leinbach preached to a large and repre- 
sentative audience in Emanuel’s Church, 
of which Rey. D. A. Bode is the aggressive 
pastor, and found an active and wide- 
awake people devoted to the interests of 
the Kingdom. This congregation is mak- 
ing excellent progress in its benevolent of- 
ferings. It was a delight to meet the splen- 
did Reformed Church people in this goodly 
city, who are under the leadership of two 
such vigorous and consecrated pastors. 


‘¢Wor Christ and His Church,’’ has been 
adopted as the slogan of the Dewey Ave- 
nue congregation, Rochester, N. Y., Rev. 
Addison H. Groff, pastor, in its campaign 
for 200 new members before Easter. Tho 
pastor and people are manifesting a zeal 
which is most commendable and a renewed 
enthusiasm is shown in every department 
of the ‘Church life. 10 captains were elect- 
ed, 2 each from the Men’s Class, the Young 
Men’s Class, the Young Ladies’ ‘Class, the 
Sunday School teachers and the Ladies’ 
Aid Society, and the membership was dis- 
tributed among these captains, who plan 


to have meetings of their teams and to’ 


arrange for visiting prospective members. 
The sermons are of an evangelistic nature 
and special services are held every few 
weeks to create interest. One of these spe- 
cial services was the ‘‘Father and Son 
Service’’ on February 9, when the Editor 
of the ‘‘Messenger’’ preached. This was 
preceded by a ‘‘Father and Son Banquet’’ 
on Friday evening, February 7th, at which 
time Dr. Leinbach also was present and de- 
livered a stirring address. It is believed 
that these services have done much in 
awakening the fathers of the community 
to a sense of their religious duty to their 
sons. 20 have already signed cards stat- 
ing their desire to unite with the Church. 


In spite of the fact that the Church at 


‘Bellevue, O., Rev. Edgar V. Loucks, min- 


ister, was closed at Christmas because of 
the influenza ban, liberal gifts were for- 
warded to three Orphans’ Homes, to the 
Indian Mission and to the Jewish Mission. 
The apportionment is paid to date and 


In the evening, Dr, ’ 


19: 
henceforth will be kept paid to date. The 
Thank Offering of the W. M. S. was all 
but doubled in amount over last year. Sal- 


ary increases have been quite the order of 
the day during the past few months. The 
Financial Secretary, organist, janitor and 
minister, have each received this highly 
appreciated recognition. The suffering and 
starving in Bible lands of the Near East 
were remembered with an offering totalling. 
$515. A class of boys assumed the support 
of an orphan for one year, at $60. Four 
orphans in all will be supported by the Sun- 
day School. Of late, the subject of tith- 
ing has been receiving due emphasis, by 
reason of the fact that two persons, inde- 
pendently of each other, called at the 
manse in one forenoon and announced the 
intention of three members to practice 
tithing. The minister was prompted to- 
request all tithers to give him their names, 
with the gratifying discovery that?15 mem- 
bers are now giving to their Lord according 
to that method and principle. This num- 
ber will steadily increase. 


The Christmas season in the Clear Spring,. 
Md., Charge, Rev. J. Edward Klingaman, 
pastor, was somewhat marred by the many 
eases of sickness, but a service was ren- 
dered as usual at each place, the pastor 
giving the address in each instance. Ser: 
vices as follows: Clear Spring, December 
24, offering, $20.01. St. Paul’s, Union, De- 
cember 26, offering $4.15. Dry Run, De- 
cember 26, offering, $5.15. St. Paul’s. 
Church, $13.55. All offerings were for the 
orphans at Hoffman and Nazareth. An 
early service was held at Clear Spring, at 
which time an offering was taken for the 
Armenian and Syrian Relief. The offering. 
in the charge for this cause amounted to- 
$70.11. The pastor and family were kindly 
remembered at Christmas as usual. The 
fall ‘Communions were held in November 
and mid-winter CCommunions were held as 
follows: Clear Spring, January 5. 38 com- 
muned. Offering $11.78. St. Paul’s, Jan- 
uary 12. 99 communed. Offering $21.48. 
One adult received by renewal of profes- 
sion. Sunday, January 26, was Anti-Saloon 
League Day at both Churches and ad- 
dresses were made*by the Rev. J. Bibbs- 
Mills, of Baltimore. The drive for the 
War Emergency Campaign was also 
launched on that day. The Consistories are 
doing the work. Six members of the charge 
have purchased a fine new kitchen range 
for the parsonage. The pastor was one 
of the State Delegates to Albany at the 
recent international Sunday School Confer- 
ence. Last fall, Rev. Mr. Klingaman was- 
re-elected President of the Washington 
County Sunday School Association. 


Rev. J. Stewart Hartman reports a larg- 
er number than usual at the Table of the- 
Lord at the winter Communion in Cave- 
town, Md., February 2. The offering was- 
creditable. Every Sunday evening from 
7-7.30 the pastor conducts a Junior Class in 
music. It is expected thus to supply va- 
cancies in the Church choir. At 7.30 the 
pastor conducts Catechetical instruction, 
which is attended by members of the 
Church and others. Those intending to» 
unite with the Church at Easter received 
additional instruction in a separate class. 
President Apple, of Hood College, preach- 
ed, February 9, and gave a feast of good’ 
things, dwelling particularly on the work 
of the Missionary and Stewardship Com- 
mittee. At the same service the congre- 
gation decided to increase the pastor’s sal- 
ary. One of the faithful members, Mrs. 
Maggie Stephey, presented to the congre- 
gation a marble baptismal font in honor of 
her aunt of most blessed memory, Miss- 
Sophia Hammaker. The font is chaste and 
well-proportioned and adds much to the 
attractiveness of the chancel. The pastor- 
made the presentation address and Miss- 
Trene Oswald unveiled the font. The Vice- 
President of the Consistory accepted the- 
gift. The General Consistory met in Janu-- 
ary and granted the pastor the usual vaca~- 
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tion. Delegates were elected to Maryland 
Classis, which will observe its 100th anni- 
versary at Baugh’s Church, Carroll ‘Coun- 
ty, Md., next May. ‘The finances of the 
charge are in good condition. The Cave- 
town Consistory passed resolutions of sym- 
pathy for the pastor and his good wife in 
their great sorrow over the loss of a son on 
one of the battlefields of France. The 
second soldier son has returned safely from 
foreign soil. The pastor expressed sincere 
appreciation for numerous tokens of sym- 
pathy extended by his people. 


A TRIBUTE TO FIDELITY 


Gerge L. Seal 


Owing to an amendment to the Church 
Constitution whereby no officer may suc- 
ceed himself in office, George L. Seal re- 
linquished his duties as Treasurer of ‘Christ 
Church, Altoona, Pa., after faithfully serv- 
ing as such for a period of, 12 years, his 
term of office having expired January 7, 
1919, the Church losing one of its most 
faithful and efficient officers. Elected a 
Deacon in 1907, and Elder in 1916, he has 
held office for thirteen consecutive years, 
serving as Treasurer for the past twelve 
years, and in each office he was called to 
fill, displayed the talent to execute, and 
the virtue to adorn it. 

In his ardent love for Christ Chureh— 
with all parts of which he was intimately 
familiar—there was no divided allegiance, 
possessing an intense interest in all mat- 
ters pertaining to the Chureh, and in all 
conditions of its people. His broad dem- 
ocracy had a quality which inspired all 
classes, and made every individual his 
personal friend, which was created by a 
strong personality, when closer intimacy 
disclosed his clean, vigorous life, and un- 
questioned integrity. 

A simple mannered, modest, generous, 
clear-headed man, definite of purpose, di- 
rect in speech, of indefatigable industry 
and aggressive courage, he has always been 
a power in the Church. Whatever he ad- 
vocated in speech, although devoid of os- 
tentatious oratory, his words rang clear, 
rapid, cogent and convineing, carrying con- 
viction and inspiring devotion to the cause 
he championed, and it is due primarily to 
his indefatigable energy, push and re- 


sourcefulness, that today 'Christ Church is 
out of debt. 

Christ Reformed Church has reason to 
be proud of George L. Seal. 


“MERGER MOVEMENT 
PIGEONHOLED’”’ 


(A Statement from Rev. Mr. Leich) 


Under the caption, ‘‘Merger Movement 
Pigeonholed,’’ an editorial appeared in the 
‘*Reformed Church Messenger’’ under date 
of January 23, 1919. The editorial in the 
latter part quotes from an ‘‘explanatory 
letter from the Seeretary of Ohio Synod’s 
Board, who is also the present editor of 
the ‘Christian World.’ ’’ To all who are 
somewhat familiar with the history of the 
proposed merger it is evident that the ex- 
planatory letter is in need of further ex- 
planation. The statements quoted are so 
open to misunderstanding and misinter- 
pretation, as various letters to the under- 
signed go to prove, that a correction is a 
duty. The prominence given to the ‘‘Ger- 


man Synods’’ in the explanatory letter 


leave the reader with the impression that 
the reversal of opinion on the proposed 
merger was largely due to agitation and 
opposition on their part, which is not in 
accordance with the facts. The ‘‘German 
Synods’’ took no action in ‘the matter, 
neither were protests made or opposition 
raised on part of individual members of 
these Synods. The change of opinion came 
about in Ohio Synod, which owns and con- 
trols the ‘‘ Christian World,’’ and the pres- 
sure brought to bear in this Synod was no 
doubt of such a nature that its Board of 
Publication felt perfectly justified to take 


_ the reported action, a copy of which was 


given to the Executive Board of Directors 
of Central Publishing House then in ses- 
sion, 


The statement is made in the explanatory 
letter that ‘‘ it was also evident that their 
(the German Synods’) Board would not 
release us from the contract which has 
until 1920 to run.’’ . There is: no warrant 
for such a statement, since it was the ex- 
pressed sense of the Board that when the 
time for the merger came it would not be 
opposed by insisting en the provisions of 
the contract mentioned. A new contract 
was to be made with the Publication and 
Sunday School Board of General Synod, 
and if this proved satisfactory the con- 
tract with Ohio Synod was to be released. 
Whether the contract with General Synod’s 
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Board would have finally proven satisfac- 
tory no one is able to judge since only 
the first draft was before the Board of 
Directors and this had not even been fully 
read, much less considered item by item, 
when Ohio Synod’s Board passed its reso- 
lution not to proceed with the merger. 

The reversal of opinion rests so entirely 
with Ohio Synod and its Board of Publi- 
cation, and the attitude of the German 
Synods was so much that of neutral and 
disinterested parties, that they should not 
have been mentioned in this connection, 
much less made to shoulder, at least seem- 
ingly so, any of the responsibility in this 
whole matter. 

F. W. Leich 
Secretary of the Board of Directors of 


Central Publishing Heuse 


Chaplain Emory M. Dietrich 
Punxsutawney, Pa. 


(Whose excellent article on ‘‘The Returned 
Soldier’s Attitude Toward Religion’’ 
appeared in the ‘‘ Messenger’? of 
Jan. 30) 
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i News of the Woman’s Missionary Society 


[Send Communications to Mrs. E. W. Lentz, Bangor, Pa.] 


Foewoancencescasve 


100% Gain—The W. M.S. of St. John’s 
Church, Nazareth, Pa., Mrs. Walter Kern, 
President, conducted a successful Increase 
Campaign during January. The town was 
divided into sections with’ visitors who 
earried ‘‘Outlook of Missions’? and Thank 
Offering boxes for each section. Twenty- 
nine new members were added, a number of 
‘*Outlook’’ supscriptions secured, and in 
some instances Thank Offering boxes only 
were accepted. A Thanx Offering box has 
led many a woman into a Missionary So- 
ciety. The January meeting was arranged 
for a reception to the new members. The 
well arranged program and good fellowship 
hour was an acceptable way of introducing 
the new members to the work. 


Allentown Notes—‘‘Tohoku, the Seot- 
land of Japan,’’ is the text-book used by 
the Mission Study Class of the W. M. §. 
of Emanuel Church. The class meets week- 
ly and has a membership of 18. Miss 
Mame Schoedler is the teacher. 


A helpful address on ‘‘The Glory and 
Magnitude of Our Work’’ was given by 
Miss Schoedler before the W. M. 8. of St. 
James Church, Rev. Joseph 8. Peters, pas- 
tor, at a recent meeting. + 


A New Treasurer—Mrs. Inene A. Hogg, 
of Bangor, Pa., has been elected Treasurer 
of the W. M.'S. of the Classis of East Penn. 
sylvania to fill the unexpired term of Mrs. 
Frank Simpson, Easton, Pa. Mrs. Hogg 
brings into the ‘Classical work the qualities 
which will make not only a good Treasurer, 
but a general leader. Until two years ago 
her home was in Pittsburgh, where she was 
an active member in the Presbyterian — 
Church. Since her husband’s death she has - 
returned to Bangor and is continuing the : 
Kingdom work in her own denomina 
Mrs. Hogg (nee Keller) belongs to 
Keller family of preachers known throt 
out Pennsylvania and Ohio. 3 

‘Women’s ee Societies, Y 
Women’s Missionary Auxiliaries and } 
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sion Bands are requested to send money 
‘to Mrs. Irene A. Hogg, Bangor, Pa., in- 
stead of Mts. Frank Simpson. 


_ An Early Annual Meeting—April 3rd is 
the date determined upon by the Executive 
Committee for the annual meeting of the 
W. M.S. of the Classis of Hast Pennsyl. 
~vania, which will meet at Bath, Pa., Rev. 

_ W. U. Helffrich, pastor. This early date is 
in compliance to a request from the W. M. 
_  §. G.S. and Societies are urged to send all 
moneys to the Treasurer in sufficient time 
_ to close her books and make up her report 
__ for the annual meeting. Societies are urg- 
ed not to send funds to the annual meet- 
ing and expect the Treasurer to credit the 
funds to this year’s account. ° 
‘i _ The Executive Committee met at the 
home of the President, Mrs. O. H. E. Rauch, 
~ aston. After the business was disposed 
of Mrs. Rauch entertained at an informal 
supper. 


N 


. 
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Literature Helps—The newest publica- 
‘tion of our Board is the ‘‘ Missionary 
Clinic,’’ compiled by Mrs. Frank G. Hay, 
President of the W. M. S. of Ohio Synod. 
- Mrs. Hay compiled this episode from notes 
aken at the ‘‘Clinic’’ given at Wilson 
‘ollege ‘Summer School of Missions. This 
was the most clever event of the week and 
the only thing ‘‘repeated by request.’’ 
week ‘the poster, with the apothecary 


_ GENERAL COMMENT 
laims of the Nations—The Peace Con- 
rence at Paris, in settling its various 
roblems will have to decide in how far 
ch nation can realize its claims growing. 
t of the great war. France will, of 
urse, receive Alsace-Lorraine without 
ntest, also France will receive a large 
of damages because of the wanton de- 


is said, but not officially, that 
z: will make no other claim of im- 
rtanee upon the Peace Conference. 


Great Britain will probably be given 
control of the German Islands south of the 
r to be handed over to Australia. It 
so that England will be desig- 
as the power to control the former 
erman colonies of South Africa. As to. 
demnity, it is probable that pay- 
e destruction of her shipping 
U ines and of her cities by zep- 
will be her only claim. It is true 
ore the. recent British election the 
gave out in favor of forcing 
o pay the entire cost of the 
ody no 


dat present the tend- 
» let Germany off with 
or wanton destruction 
y, but even this bill 


este, Istrian, Fiune 
the eastern coast of 


gen known that 
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shop articles, hung at the door. Finally we 
went to the ‘‘Clinie’’ and came away de- 
termined to have that ‘‘Clinic’’ at home 
as soon as we could get the copy. It will 
be just*'the thing to interest the Y. W. M. 
A. Price, single copies, 6c.; per dozen, 50c. 
Address Reformed Church Building, Fif- 
teenth and Race streets, Philadelphia. 


Home Mission Programs for College 
Women—Under the above caption, the 


- Council of Women for Home Missions has 


issued a very beautiful five-page folder, 
containing six unusual programs. The sub- 
jects are ‘‘Immigrants,’’ by Mrs. D. E. 
Waid; ‘‘Our Spanish-American Citizens,’’ 
by Mrs. Daniel Stecker; ‘‘Our Earliest 
American—The Indian,’’ by Miss Gertrude 
Sanborn; ‘‘Alaska,’’ by Miss Margaret E. 
MacKubbin; ‘‘Patriots of ‘the Hills,’’ 
Helen H. Dingman, and ‘‘The Negro Amer- 
icans,’’ by Mrs. Charles: P. Wiles. 
programs are different one from the other, 
but rich in possibilities for fine meetings. 
The cover page is most artistic. Mother, if 
your daughter is at College, please send 
one to her. Address Council of Women for 
Home Missions, 156 Fifth avenue, New 
York. 


Missionary Recruiting Report—On the 
20th of February the first report of the 
Missionary Recruiting Campaign will ap- 
pear in this column. 
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would be formed out of the wreckage of 
the old one. This put a new phase on the 
subject and Italy can hardly expect the 
letter of the treaty to be carried out. 
However, it is quite certain that Italy will 
receive part of her claim at. least. 

The claims of the other nations we will 
notice from time to time as the weeks 
pass. The one nation that has absolutely 
no demands to make is the United States. 
Even our great expenses incurred by the 
war will be borne by our own people and 
the fact that we ask nothing for ourselves 
in the’ final settlement gives our repre- 
sentatives at the Peace Conference a sing- 
ular power in deciding great questions. 

Unemployment—Six or twelve months 
ago every industry was crying out for more 
labor. Vast numbers of men had gone 
into the army and vast numbers of men 
and women were working in the munition 
factories or other lines of war service, 
Today all that has changed and ‘the sol- 
diers are returning to civil life in great 
numbers and the condition is being seri- 
ously felt in all parts of the country. The 
more aggravating is the condition from 
the fact that large factories are shutting 
down for the purpose of changing from war 
service to peace conditions. The result is 
that already there are thousands of idle 
men in our towns and cities and perhaps 
there will be a still greater number be- 


- fore spring. 


However, with the coming of spring it is 
believed that the transition will have been 
made by the factories and that building 
operations will be opened in all parts of 


‘the country, all of which will result in 
more favorable industrial conditions than 


ensue at this moment, at least it is greatly 


to be hoped that normal ante-war condi- 
tions will soon come about. 


A Fault-Finding Senate—From the Phil- 
adelphia ‘‘Ledger’’ we take the following 


-omment about the United States Senate: 
‘Certain uncertain Senators complain bit- 


react that they are ‘‘kept in ignorance’’ 


President. Ignorance is a matter 


The superheated vaporings. 


self-determination. Every. eitizen of 
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these States is at full liberty to decide 
for himself just how ignorant he wishes 
to be, even Senator Borah, who eries that 
he feels ‘‘a deep interest in everything 
that is transpiring at Versailles.’’ 

Now we have a genuine sympathy with 
Senators in their present perplexing situa- 
tion. No one regrets more than we that 
the Senate is not represented among our 
Paris Commissioners. And we understand 
that all these hoots ‘and catecalls from 
Washington, this feverish and. spiteful de- 
nunciation of everything our representa- 
tives are fighting for abroad, are only the 
lively breast-beating of irritated states- 
men trying to keep themselves warm until 
the facts arrive, But every one does not 
understand this. Cabled accounts of sena- 
torial utterances have caused amazement 
and chagrin in foreign capitals. Honest 
Republicanism has been sorely hurt by some 
It is impossible, at 
the present stage of the Paris parleys, that 
our knowledge of the Conference’s doings 
should ‘be more than ‘‘the substance of 
things hoped for, the evidence of things 
not seen.’’ Much that we shed blood for 
is in a fair way to be accomplished. Why 
the roaring and ranting, the sounding brass 
and tinkling eymbal? Shortly one cometh 
to report on the negotiations. Why not 
wait until he gets here before endangering | 
Senatorial blood vessels? We plead for 
more far-sighted and judicial patience. 
But we know that we plead in vain. One 
does not gather figs of thistles. 

Alas! Senator Borah has given the game 
away. ‘‘If the Savior of Mankind would 
revisit the earth and declare for a League 
of Nations, I would be opposed to it.’’ 

The world today can be made a new 
world. Our hand is on the plow and this 
is no time for flinching. Because we es- 
teem the Senate more 'than it esteems itself, 
because we are saddened to see it debase 
itself in the eyes of ‘prudent men, we ask 
it not to set its face blindly against the 
sunrise. Great winds are blowing, and it 
will be hard walking against the wind. 


CHURCH FURNISHINGS | 
A. A. RITCHER 
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READING, PA. 


Churches designed in all parts of the country 


References :—Salem. Allentown; Grace Memorial, 
Washington, D. C.; Calvary, Reading; Memorial 
Reformed, York, Pa. 


MeShane Bell Foundry Ce. 


BALTIMORE, MD. 
CHURCH, CHIME and PEA 
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and Diplomas at six International Exposi- 
tions. Every part made in our own factory 
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Bells made by the 
Blymyer Process are better, more durable, 
learer, sweeter, and they cost no more. 
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Some Senators have taken up with a cer- 
tain glee the wretched jibe of an Admiral 
likening the League of Nations to a quilt- 
ing party. Perhaps they would also’speak 
of the fellowship of Christ and His 
Apostles as a ‘‘sewing circle.’’ 


DOMESTIC 


By the final agreement of the Oil ‘Casing 
bill, after a four years’ fight in Congress, 
more than 50,000,000 acres “of oil, gas, coal, 
phosphates and sodium public lands may be 
opened for prospecting under a leasing and 
patent system, and may also bring about a 
settlement of the California and Wyoming 
naval oil reserves. 

Grain dealers appearing before the House 
Agricultural Committee proposed that the 
Government pay the guaranteed price of 
$2.26 a bushel for the 1919 wheat crop 
and sell it to the consumer at the world 
market price which they estimated would 
be about $1.25. 

Women employes of the B. and O. Rail- 
road who continue to perform their duties 
satisfactorily will not be dismissed to 
make room for men workmen, according to 
a statement of officials just made public. 

Maj. Gen. Enoch Crowder will be re- 
appointed Army Judge Advocate General. 

By a vote of 20 to 14 the Connecticut 
Senate, February 4th, refused to ae the 
Federal Prohibition. Amendment. This 
State is in the habit of rejecting all 
amendments. 

Fifty healthy young men, volunteers 
from the Naval Detention Barracks at 
Boston, were taken to the quarantine sta- 
tion at Gallups Island to submit to influenza 
tests by a board of Government experts. 

The bill giving Presidential suffrage to 
women in Indiana, was passed by the In- 
diana Senate, February 5th, 44 to 3. The 
measure was adopted by the House re- 
cently, and requires only the Governor’s 
signature to become a law. 

Federal troops from Camp Lewis are 
quartered in Seattle and Tacoma, to stand 
ready for any emergency in connection 
with the general strike of 450,000 union 
men, in sympathy with 25 000 shipyard 
workers, who walked out January 21, to 
enforce demands for higher wages. 

Enactment at this session of measures 
prohibiting immigration until four years 
after peace is declared, and extending Gov- 
ernment control of telephone and telegraph 
properties until next December 31, is now 
regarded by administration leaders as 
doubtful. 

The Rhode Island Senate by a vote of 
25 to 12, indefinitely postponed action on 
a resolution for ratification of the Federal 
Prohibition Amendment. 

Representative Fess, of Ohio, Chairman 
of the Republican Congressional Campaign 
has announced that he would be a candi- 
date for Speaker of the House in the next 
Congress. The other announced candidates 
are “Representative Mann, of Illinois, the 
Republican leader, and Representative Gil- 
lette, of Mass. ; 


FOREIGN 


Announcement has been made in Paris 
of the death of Xavier Leroux, the com- 
poser. He was one of the widely known 
French composers whose works have been 
popular during the last 30 years. 

Frederick William Hohenzollern, eldest 
son of the former German emperor, has in- 
stituted proceedings for a divorce. 

It has been reported that the former 
Emperor Charles, of Austro-Hungary, in- 
tends to apply for a divorce from his wife, 
who was Princess Zita of Bourbon and 
Parma. 

The 31st Parliament of the United King- 
dom opened February 3. Ireland was 
totally unrepresented except by a handful 
of Ulster Unionists. Seventy-three vacant 
seats represented rebellious Ireland. 


A dispatch received from Portugal by 


way of Madrid says a national government 
has been constituted in Portugal, and that 
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this government which is exercising its 
authority, is awaiting the arrival of for- 
mer King Manuel. 

The University of Oxford has received 
a gift of $125,000 from Sir Basil Zarahoff, 
to find a Foch Professorship of French and 
to promote in other ways the study of 
French. 

Lord Northcliffe has retired as Chair- 
man of his associated newspapers, which 
include the ‘‘Times,’’ the ‘‘Daily Mail,’’ 
the ‘fEvening News’’ and the “Weekly 
Dispatch,’’ on account of ill-health. 

An armistice between the Polish and 
Czecho-Slovak forces, which have been 
fighting on the Silesian front, was signed 
on February 3, according to advices. re- 
ceived from Switzerland. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


The United States, Great Britain, France 
and Italy have agreed upon a $2,000,000,000 
indemnity due to Belgium, the first install- 
ment to be paid immediately. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 


Prof. Theo. F. Herman, D. D., Lancaster, Pa. 


Sexagesima Sunday. February 23, 1919. 
MOSES PRAYING FOR ISRAEL 
Exodus 32: 1-34: 9 
Golden Text—The supplication of a 


righteous man availeth much in its work- 
ing. James 5: 16. 


Lesson Outline—1. The Sin of Israel. 
2. The Supplication of Moses. 


After the proclamation of the decalogue 
the people were temporarily deprived of 
their great leader. Awed and frightened 


by the scenes of majesty that had accom- 


panied the giving of the Ten Words, they 
said to Moses, ‘‘Speak thou with us, and 
we will hear; "put let not God speak with 
us, lest we die’’ (Ex. 20: 19). Accordingly, 
Moses had returned into the mount for 
further communion with God. And, dur- 
ing his prolonged absence of forty days, 
the fickle people fell into gross idolatry. 
They became alarmed at his long stay on 
the mysterious mountain, and they despair- 
ed of his return. 


Then, with characteristic fickleness, they 
said to Aaron, ‘‘Up, make us gods, which 


shall go before us; for as for this Moses, 


the man that brought us up out of the 
jand of Egypt, we know not what is be- 
come of him’’ (32:1). And this faithless 
appeal was followed by the various inci- 
dents narrated in our lesson. 

I. The Sin of Israel—The people brought 
their golden ear rings to Aaron and he 
made them a molten calf. And they wor- 
shiped it, saying, ‘‘These be thy gods, O 
Israel, which brought thee up out of. the 
land of Egypt’’ (32: 4).- 


Israel did not propose to repudiate Je- | 


hovah, as Ahab did centuries later. The 
mighty impact of God upon their history 


and destiny had been too recent and vital — 


and continuous for that. He was known 
and feared throughout the encampment as 
the God who had triumphed over Pharaoh, 
and who had graciously provided protec- 
tion, food, and guidance for His chosen 
people. They meant to be faithful and 


loyal to Him, but they cried aloud for a 


tangible and visible symbol of worship. 

It is not difficult to understand their 
clamor. They were mere — in re- 
ligion. God had them in His 


under His fatherly "oer 
destined to become fg 


‘still beginners in the knowledge 


_ tering need of a visible represen 


all young 


The House Foreign Affairs Committee 
favorably reported a resolution expressing 
the hope that the Peace Conference would 
‘‘favorably consider the claim of Ireland 
to the right of self-determination.’? == 

The ‘American Bible Society has an- 
nounced that President Wilson shortly will 
receive a specially bound Bible from the 
organization to be used at the Peace Con- 
ference as opportunity offers. 


Fesruary 13, 1919. 


Marshal Foch has estimated that 400,000 


American troops are required to keep the 


‘‘watch on the Rhine’? until peace is 


signed. The French army is prepared to — 
furnish a contingent double that number, — 


while the British army, considering the — 


continuance of its service elsewirere, a 
be let off with 200,000. Belgium has been ee» 


asked to keep 100 000 men mobilized along. 
the Rhine. 

Sweeping orders, providing fom the eva 
uation within two months of all Americ 
soldiers from England. were received 
General Biddle from General Persia 
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the human race. But at Sinai 
And now, for the moment, they were 
of Moses, their teacher. ‘This gn ut 
pion of Jehovah had, apparently, 
peared. He tarried in the awful 

quaking and smoking with fire, 
was sure of his return. Even in 
ence it was difficult to worship 
whose character and purpose so 
ceeded anything these tribes had p 
ly known of God. But in his absé 
bewilderment grew. They felt an 


strengthen their courage. 


Thus they turned to Aaron y 
pathetic request. for a visible. sy 
their faith. He made them a go! 
and they celebrated a “feast u 
vah.’’? The narrative expressly states 
they regarded this golden calf 


golden calf from the land of ‘thet 
This form of idolatrous. worshiy 


The bull symbolized strength. = 
sented omnipotent power. And fl 
deemed to be the most character’ 
tribute of deity in those early d 
then worshiped unrestricted an 
power enthroned in heaven, 

When Moses returned from Pi 
he See the ‘aes peaeeds il 


Our young children, 
the time of their 
pictures of God, 
that will make | 
standing. Not 
but ideal ones. _ 
hildre 
terms of “piet 


perience, 
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PS. filial relation to Him. 

If. The Supplication of Moses—In our 
lesson, as throughout the narrative of Is- 
rael’s early history, Moses towers head 
and shoulders above his contemporaries. 
It. would not be true to fact to invest him 
with the spiritual graces of a ‘Christian 
saint, or to credit him with the moral in- 
sight of our own times. But, like all true 
leaders, he lived in advance of his age. He 
is fierce in his wrath against sin. But his 
tenderness and love for sinners, as depicted 


ee 

ree in our lesson are very beautiful. ‘‘ Yet 
‘ now, if thou wilt forgive their sin—and if 
Ae not, blot me, I pray thee, out of the book 
En. which thou hast written’’ (32:32). That 


wonderful utterance stands as an enduring 
monument to the self-sacrificing spirit of 
Moses. 

That same spirit is manifest in his sup- 
plication for Israel. The whole scene is 
suffused with the tenderness of a great 
heart. Moses suffered for Israel’s sin. Cen- 
turies later, a greater than Moses bore the 
sin of His people on a suffering heart and 

_ ina sacrificial spirit. Of that greater scene 
we are reminded when we see Moses stand- 
ing before Jehovah in earnest intercession 
for sinning Israel (32:11-14). Pleading His 
ancient promises to the patriarchs, he im- 
plored the almighty to quench His wrath 
and to-stay His punishment. And his in- 
tercessory prayer was answered, ‘‘The 

Lord repented of the evil which he sought 
to do unto his people.’’ : 

As Christians, we cannot imitate the ex- 
ample of Moses in his intercession for 

Israel, but we can and must emulate his 

spirit. We could not speak to our heavenly 

_ Father as Moses addressed Jehovah (32: 

12). The thought of that verse is not 

- eonsonant, with our Christian faith in God. 
But the same spirit that moved Moses to 

__ pray for his people must move us to inter- 
- eession. It is a spirit that hates sin, and 

seeks to save sinners from its bondage. 

That spirit, crowned with perfection, we 

see in Jesus Christ. And in the Master’s 
great intercessory prayer (John 17) we 
must find the perfect pattern of Christian 
intercession. There Jesus does not ask His 

Father to ‘‘turn from this fierce wrath, 

and repent of this evil against thy people.’’ 

- But He does ask Him to bestow upon the 

_disciples-those spiritual blessings which 

t is His divine desire all men should pos- 

sess. 

_ That does not mean that material and 
temporal petitions should not enter into 

our intercessory prayers. Like prayer for 
mr. ourselves, so the prayer for others may 

--— cover the whole range of human needs and 
--—s aspirations. But the real object of all 

intercession should be the spiritual wel- 

_ fare of those for whom we pray, and not 
merely their physical or temporal happi- 

“Moreover, we must remember that God’s 
ynswers to prayer are not unconditional. 
‘he bestowment of spiritual blessings upon 
hers, for example, is always conditioned 
cgi: thi personal faith, We may pray 
fo ut they must appropriate them. 
vicarious faith. 

is vicarious love that prays 

And, if the spirit back of the 

enuine and true, it will also 
or them. It will not rest content 
oice itself in verbal intercession. But 
will become vital in fraternal love. 

s, indeed, ‘‘the supplication of a right- 

s man availeth much in its working.’’ 

gets faith in others and, thus, helps 
uswer its own petitions, = 
STIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC — 

Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D. D. 


Christianity and the 
jan. Matt. 28: 16-20. 


_at the end of a few months. 


Toil. 
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‘¢ Ancient Peoples at New Tasks,’’ by Wil- 
lard Price. The author says: 

‘«Thirty-four years ago there were about 
125 modern factories in Japan. At the 
present time there are at least 20,000. At 
that period these factories employed per- 
haps 15,000 people. To-day more than 
1,000,000 men, women and children are 
working in the mills and factories of mod- 
ern Japan. 

‘*In one year the United States buys 
7,000,000 tooth brushes from Japan, 800,000 
‘table cloths, 233,000,000 cigarette mouth- 
pieces, 67,000,000 paper napkins, 2,000,000 
imitation Panama hats and millions of dol- 
lars’ worth of silk. S 

‘«The result of this enormous stimulation 
to Japan’s industry is that war-time mil- 
dionaire or narikin, as these newly rich 
are called in Japan, arg springing up over 
night in astonishing numbers. A Japanese 
publication says: ‘The so-called narikin 
are making their objectionable presence 
known in every way. Fine mansions are 
being built, motor cars are racing, geisha 


are attired more gaily, and summer resorts” 


are crowded with those who spend money 
like water.’ 

“A noted ryoriya (Japanese restaurant) 
in Kobe is said to have refused to serve 
any dinner below fifty yen ($25) a head. 

“Tt is the day of big profits. A Japa- 
nese steamship company has recently de- 
clared dividends of 360 per cent. A metal 
refining company has declared 200 per cent, 
It is stated that Japan now holds $350,- 
000,000 in gold. Japan, consequently, is 
not only expanding her manufactures and 
her trade, but is commencing to lend ¢ap- 
ital to other countries. 

“What of the people who make these 
toys, tooth brushes and silk goods on which 
the sudden wealth of Japan is based? Do 
they share in the new prosperity of their 
country? The answer lies in the simple 
statement that the average wage of men 
factory workers is between 30 and 50 
cents a day, and of women workers be- 
tween 10 and 20 cents a day! Moreover, 
in many factories the cost of dormitory 
accommodations is taken from the wages, 
and a system of fines still further reduces 
the amount actually paid. The result is 
that factory workers, instead of making 


~ and saving money, are frequently left not 


only penniless, but in debt to the factory 
No, the 
factory population cannot be said to be 
deeply appreciative of the industrial op- 
portunity afforded to Japan by the War. 
Japanese country life is being swept into 
the cities; it is put through the mills and 
comes out warped and. colorless. Often it 
is completely destroyed in the process. It 
is estimated that every year a third of 
a million people are brought from the 
freedom and healthful conditions of the 
country to the congested factory quarters 
of the city. 

‘‘Many factories are little better than 
prisons. Dormitories are erected within 
the factory grounds, and the workers are 
kept under strict observation and rarely 
are able to make good an escape. But if 
factory life is so alluring and delightful 
as the agents have made it appear, why 
should any one wish to escape? 

“(Let us dissect this delightfulness. 
First, there is the matter of hours. The 
large cotton mills run in two shifts day 
and night, so that each worker has a 
working period of about 12 hours. In the 
silk factories and in the weaving factories 
the hours are even more extreme, running 


Is hardest upon the women and 
1. Little girls, searcely in their 
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teens, must rise every day at 4.30 and 
work from 6 in the morning to 6 in the 
evening, and when the pressure of war 
orders is heavy, up to 8 or 9 or 10 o’clock 
at night. Such a practice is, of course, ab- 
solutely ruinous to health, . . . Of 
those who do return home, one out of every 
six has contracted tuberculosis. This 
dreadful disease is being introduced by re- 
turning factory workers into rural dis- 
tricts where it has heretofore been almost 
unknown, The‘ death rate among factory 
women is almost three times as high as the 
ordinary death rate among women. In the 
manufacturing city of Osaka the number 
of deaths equals the number of births. It 
is said that more Japanese die of tuber- 
culosis in one year than were killed in 
the war between Russia and Japan. 

‘‘Japan has adopted Western methods of 
manufacture, but has stopped short at 
that. She has not yet gone very far to- 
ward accepting modern viewpoints as to 
the protection and care of workers. She 
has not yet fully realized that her workers 
are her greatest asset and that they must 
be kept sound and strong if Japan is to 
continue her industrial advance. 

‘‘Japan is helping America to flood the 
Orient with cigarettes. This industry 
strikes in two directions; it injures not 
only those who smoke the tobacco, but 
those who prepare it. Many tobacco work- 
ers, after six months or so, frequently ex- 
perience palpitation of the heart, weakened 
heart action, intermittent pulse, heartburn, 
loss of sleep and appetite, general fatigue, 
and loss of strength. The tobacco dust 
induces tuberculosis. 

It would be supposed that an intelligent 
government like that of Japan would see 
the economic necessity for factory legisla- 
tion; but the government of Japan, like 
that of most countries, is powerfully influ- 
enced by the wishes of the property own- 
ing class, and the nabobs who own the 
factories want no legislation that will in- 
terfere with their divine right to deal with 
their employees as they please. 

‘‘Indignant public opinion, however, 
finally compelled the enactment in 1911 
of Japan’s first and only national factory 
law. This law went into force in 1916. It 
is difficult to read the provisions of this 
Jaw and believe that men of the twentieth 
century enacted it. In the light of the 
eight and nine-hour working day of the 
West, it is strange to read the solemn pro- 
vision of this law that little children shall 
not be required to work later than 10 
o’clock at night, and shail not be compelled 
to start work before 4 o’clock in the 
morning; that children and women shall 
not be required to work more than 12 
hours a day except in periods like the 
present, when war orders make it ‘neces- 
sary;’ that operators who do night work 
shall not be required to work more than 
ten nights in succession; that little chil- 
dren shall not be employed where poisonous 
gases are generated. And then to find that 
before the law was enacted jokers were 
slipped into it which made such exceptions 
and time extensions that even these back- 
ward provisions were largely nullified! The 
whole law was apparently framed for the 
purpose of throwing a sop to public senti- 
ment while leaving the powers of the fac- 
tory owners practically unchanged. : 


‘*The only organization which bears even 
the slightest resemblance to a Western 
labor union is the Laborers’ Friendly So- 
riety. This society maintains for work- 
ingmen welfare departments for legal ad- 
vice, savings, insurance, employment, med- 
icine and hygiene, lectures, education, do- 
mestic economy, publications, and others. 
The organization, however, dare make but 
small attempt to secure better factory con- 
ditions for its members. 

‘*Christian agencies in Japan are alert 
to the needs of the factory population, but 
find themselves inadequate to the situa- 
tion. Homes for factory girls, the Insti- 
tutional Church, the Young Men’s ‘Chris- 
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tian Association, the Salvation Army are 
all doing a large work. Most encouraging 
of all is the splendid work that is being 
carried on by Christian employers them- 
selves. Little is being done by non-Chris- 
tian employers, although there are a few 
firms doing welfare work. But the Chris- 
tian firms are leading the way.’’ 


BETHANY ORPHANS’ HOME 
Rev. W. F. More, D. D., Superintendent 


Under the Shadow of a Great Sorrow 


I write my Bethany letter today under 
the dark shadow of a great sorrow. Mrs. 
More has passed away. After a week of 
sore distress and almost continuous suffer- 
ing she came to a very peaceful end on 
Thursday morning, February 6, at a quarter 
before eleven o’clock. All the members of 
her family were gathered at her bedside 
and saw her enter into rest, even though 
she left them all under the shadow of a 
great sorrow. 


With her passing away, I lost my most 
efficient helper, my wisest counsellor, my 
most faithful friend and my closest and 
dearest companion. With scores of kind 
people around me I feel lonesome beyond 
the power of words to describe. It will be 
better by and by but for the present. I am 
under the shadow of a great sorrow. 


Memory is busy at such a time as this. 
I recall distinetly her ery when she looked 
for the last time into the face of our in- 
fant daughter who passed away during a 
Christmas week many years ago; and ever 
since has been ‘‘waiting in God’s keep- 
ing,’’ for her mother to come to her. I 
remember her fighting her way bravely 
through a disease which all the physicians 
in the town declared would be fatal; and 
I recollect how in the days when trained 
nurses seldom were employed in private 
homes, she, as a most capable and devoted 
daughter, nursed her blind mother and her 
aged father during their last illness. And 
that I could help her in those trying times 
is one of the cheering rays of light that 
now and then break through the shadow of 
my great sorrow. 


I sometimes find myself thinking that it 
must be all a mistake and that if I will 
only search diligently I will find her in 
Applegate Lodge, which she built as a me- 
morial to her parents, a haven of rest for 
her family and a help to Bethany. But I 
Jook in vain. What I find is rooms furnished 
in beautiful taste and perfect order; 
drawers full of clothing; hangers loaded 
with provisions; an abundance of every- 
thing for her family. It must have been a 
woman such as this that King Lemuel had 
in mind when he wrote Proverbs 31: 10-31. 
But for me, all this careful, thoughtful, 
bountiful provision but emphasizes the ex- 
tent of my loss and darkens the shadow 
of my great sorrow. 


I searcely dare to look far into the fu- 
ture except only to think of the exceeding 
great and precious promises of my Father 
in heaven: ‘‘I will never leave thee nor 
forsake thee.’’ ‘‘My presence shall go 
with thee and I will give thee rest.’’ 
‘‘Though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for 
Thou art with me; Thy rod and Thy staff 
they comfort me.’’ 


Sometimes other shadows hang over 
Bethany and we do our work under the ‘de- 
pressing influences of a cheerless day. And 
then once in a while we lift up our eyes 
unto the hills and we see along the moun, 
tain side the sunlit fields which prove that 
behind our clouds the sun is still shining 
and we find ourselves wishing that we could 
escape the shadows and dwell in the sun: 
light. But our work is here and that sun- 
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shine is far away; and yet perchance we 
may be deceived and I to-day, dwelling 
amidst the dark shadows, may be nearer 
home, nearer than now I think. 


In any case, it shall come to pass that at 
evening time it shall be light. The Saviour 
of my departed wife is my Saviour, too, 
and I will hold to him, working and wait- 
ing, until the day break and the shadows 
flee away. 


PHOEBE DEACONESS AND OLD 
FOLKS’ HOME, ALLENTOWN, PA. 


Rey. Robert M. Kern, Superintendent 


Delighted! We are not quite sure, but 
we really think we have won out again this 
month. That is we think we have enough 
money to pay all last month’s expenses. 
This is what we hoped and prayed for most 
earnestly. Although our bills are very 
high we seem to be coming out with heads 
above water, grateful indeed to everybody 
who has responded to our call, and en- 
abled us to do this. The others who did 
not respond may be able to come to our 
rescue for the next month. 

New corporation members are coming in, 
only very slowly. We really think if our 
abler people were challenged personally a 
great many could be gotten to support us 
by enrolling as members. It means only 
$10 upon enrollment and $5 annually there- 
after. This money is to be devoted to tho 
bread and butter, food and raiment, for 
the residents of the aged, homeless and 
poor, and for the maintenance of a Train- 
ing School for young women who propose 
to minister to the poor and needy. The 
general health of our family is good. In 
this we rejoice. 

Rev. Elmer E. Sensenig preached at the 
Home last Sunday. Rev. J. P. Bachman 
will preach February 16, Rev. E. E. 
Kresge, Ph.D., will preach February 23. 
Our family is very fortunate in receiving 
the services of these splendid men. In- 
deed we have most helpful Church services 
all the year around. We are truly grate- 
ful to the brethren for their kindness. 


HOFFMAN ORPHANAGE, LITTLES- 
TOWN, PA. 


Rey. Andrew H. Smith, Superintendent 


Good Health 


Many comments have been made recent- 
ly about our general good health. All 
about us have been numerous cases of in- 
fluenza, but we have entirely escaped the 
epidemic. Lately the measles invaded the 
homes of some of our nearest neighbors, 
but we continued to go to St. James’ 
Church and Sunday School and have been 
spared, although about one-third of our 
family never had the measles. 

Our only complaints, besides the serious 
one mentioned below, were slight colds and 
a few disordered stomaches, but these were 
soon righted with one or two adminstra- 
tions of ‘‘home remedies.’’ 


Chronic Appendicitis 


For more than a year our stoutest girl 
suffered with pains in her right side. These 
spells would come at intervals, sometimes 
entirely disappearing for a long while. 
Recently they became more acute and more 
frequent, hence more serious. Dr. Harry 
M. Hartman suggested a thorough examina- 
tion by the hospital staff of surgeons. 
Verna Stiles, the sufferer, was taken to the 
York Hospital on Saturday, January 18. 
When Dr. Wm. Bacon pronounced the 
Previous diagnosis correct, we made ar- 
rangements for the ordeal, which came on 
the following Monday morning. Verna has 
been doing very nicely and has endeared 
herself to the nurses and doctors. We and 
the girl’s friends in York have visited her, 
the Home girls and boys in turn have 
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Educational Column 


Theological Seminary of the Reformed — 
Church in the U.S., Lancaster, Pa. g 
This is the oldest of the educational institutions 
of the Reformed Church. It is conducted by the 
three (English) Eastern Synods. The Professo: 
members of the Board of Visitors and members Fi 
the Board of Trustees are elected by the Synods. 
It provides a course of three years. It has a 
faculty of eight Professors and Instructors. It also 
offers a post-graduate course of two years, leadi 
2 the degree of Bachelor of Divinity. Tuition is 
ree. 
For catalogue or information address the President 
REV. JOHN C. BOWMAN, D. D. 3 
Lancaster, Pa. 


Central Theological Seminary of the 
Reformed Church, Dayton, Ohio 
Union of Heidelberg and Ursinus Theqeas 
Seminaries. Eight Professors, including the Teacher 
of Elocution. Presents: (1) Undergraduate; (2) - 
Special and Partial, and (3) Graduate Courses of 7 


: 


Study. Tuition free. , Soe a 
For further information address, ee 
HENRY J. CHRISTMAN, President, Dayton, O. ikea 
eS ee Se Se . ie 
Franklin and Marshall College mpm 


Lancaster, Pa. “_ ee 
Offers Liberal Courses in The Arts and Sciences 


Campus of fifty-four acres with ten buildi 
cluding thoroughly equipped Science B 
Library, Observatory, Gymnasium and 
Athletic Field. 

TERM OPENS SEPTEMBER 2%. ~— 

For Catalogue address: Ee he 
“” HENRY H. APPLH, D. D. LL. D., Pres. 
(ELT EES 


URSINUS COLLEGE 


For Younc Men anp Younc WoMEN — 
Academic Year Opens September 17, 1918” 
Buildings Open for Inspection All Summer 

RESERVE YOUR ROOM NOW! = = 

_ Send for Catalogue and Certificate Blak. = 9 
Address, GEORGE LESLIE OMWAKE®, President, 

Collegeville, Pennsylvamia. + 2) ae 


. Bee 


Experienced faculty. Thor- 
ough training. Careful supervision. Lowest rates — 
consistent with first class accommedations. Three — 
course$ with special Departments. Twelve $100 ~~ 
scholarships for ministerial students. For catalog, *s 
address D. WOLFINGER, President. ~s 


Franklin and Marshall Academy 
Lancaster, Pa, 
_ A College Preparatory School for Boys 


Excellent advantages at moderate cost. 


About 900 Academy boys entered some 40 
colleges in the last 20 years. . ie 


Send for illustrated catalogue. 
EDWIN M. HARTMAN, A. M., Principal 


Open to both sexes. 


The Mercersburg Academy 


Thorough instruction; college preparatory work ee 
being especially successful. Personal interest ‘is oh 
taken in each boy, the aim being to inspire | a 
every pupil the lofty ideals of thorough 
ship, broad attainments, sound judgment 
Christian manliness. For catalogue and f 
information, address * 
WILLIAM MANN IRVINE, Ph. D., President, 

Mercersburg, © 


FOR BOYS 


Inculcates — 


Vircinza, Woodstock 
The Massanutten Academy fgiect home 
traditions of the Old Dominion. Healthful loca- 
tion, beautiful Shenandoah Valley and mountain 
scenery. Prepares for college and business; splen- 
did musical course; athletics; fine esprit de bat >. 
Easily accessible: Limited to 100 reyes $350. Ad- 

ne . 


dress Howarp J. master. 


HOOD COLLEGE > : 
For YouNG WOMEN © 
Frederick, Maryland a 
Standard A.B. and B.S. courses, Also sic 
Art, cog pe Si and ae Sears: iam ay 
course in Pedagogy. ; : 
certificate pclatiaeee New buildings .on << ; 


suburban site. Our own garden and dairy, Cat. 
logue and booklet of views on application, = 


JOS. H. APPLE, LL.D., P 


Bencuorr, A. M., 


7 
4 
Ns 


“Cedar Crest” ' 
THE COLLEGE FOR WOMEN 
Allentown, r 
The Church educating her daughters 
active service of culearent aves roe Th 
courses lead to the A,B. and B.S. degree’ 
cate courses in the Fine Arts an 
ments. New buildings with all 
ments on a 53-acre campus. _ 
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written her many letters, she has replied 
to them and is anxiously awaiting the time 
when she can ‘‘come home.’’ Miss Amelia 
Waneock, a former Hoffman girl, is a nurse 
in the hospital and is with Verna to cheer 

- her. Before this is in print we expect her 
back in the Home.. Not only has she 
missed us, but we all miss her and anxious- 
ly await her cheerful letters. 

The Lord has been very good to us, and 
we thank Him daily for it. Recently we 
received 2 children, another is expected 
any day, and 2 more little boys will be 
admitted as soon as the arrangements can 
be made to accommodate them. Forty- 
seven more waiting for the new cottage 
we expect to erect this summer. More 
will be said about this cottage and school 
house in our next letter. 

The Treasurer, Rev. Samuel H. Stein, 119 
South Duke street, York, Pa., just inform- 
ed me by letter that for the first time in 
the history of the Home all liabilities will 
be liquidated this month. No wonder we 
are grateful to our Heavenly Father. 


DEVOTIONAL READINGS IN THE 
“ HEIDELBERG CATECHISM 


By the Rev. John C. Gekeler 


X. THE SACRAMENTS 


To set clearly before our minds the teach- 
ing of our Reformed Church, it may be well 
to give in full at the head of our study 
the definition of the Catechism. ‘‘Sacra- 
ments are visible, holy signs and seals, ap- 

- pointed of God for this end, that by the 
use thereof He may the more fully declare 
and seal to us the promise of the Gospel, 
namely, that He grants us out of free 
grace the forgiveness of sins and everlast- 
ing life, for the sake of the one sacrifice 

_of Christ accomplished on the cross.’’ Pri- 
marily the word signifies an oath, as that 

. of the Roman soldier by ,which he pledged 

- fealty to the government. In keeping with 
the characteristics of the Reformed Church, 
the Catechism places emphasis on God’s 
part of the transaction. 

1. They Are Appointed of God—This is 
according to the idea of an oath which is 
assigned by the power of receiving the 
pledge, and from the nature of the case 
could be appointed by no other. Questions 
69, 75, which treat of baptism and the 
‘Supper, quote the authority of Jesus, by 
which alone sacraments are obligatory upon 
us. They have not been left matters of 
option. He ‘‘appointed,’’ ‘‘commanded’’ 
them. ‘‘Christ has appointed two sacra- 
ments: holy Baptism and the holy Sup- 
per.’’? (Question 68.) 

2. Their Relation to the Word—Both 
serve the same purpose of directing men 


Yet neither can take the place of the 
other. The use of the sacraments supple- 
-ments the use of the Word. ‘‘The Holy 
‘Spirit teaches in the Gospel, and by the 
“holy sacraments assures us that our whole 
salvation stands in the one sacrifice of 
Christ made for us on the cross.’’ ‘‘The 
difference between the Word and Sacra- 
ments consists only in the manner in which 
they point to the sacrifice of Christ and 
the way in which the Holy Spirit operates 
through them.’’ P 
_-§, Baptism—It consists in the union of 
the sign and of the thing signified, the 
outer sign and the inner grace. In Ques- 
tion 72 the true nature of a sacrament 1s 
very clearly expressed, as well as the 
iture of baptism. ‘‘Is then the outward 
shing with water itself the washing 
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away of sins? No; for only the blood of 
Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit cleanso 
‘s rom all sin.’’ Faith accepts the prom- 


act is completed, and ‘‘I am 
d with His blood and Spirit from 
all my sins, as certainly as I am 
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to Christ, and are thus means to an end.- 


answers the challenge of grace. - 
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the promise, carries with it the serious ob- 
ligation, viz., ‘‘that so we may more and 
more die unto sin and lead holy and un- 
blameable lives.’’ This sacrament is for 
all who desire fellowship with God, and 
(in anticipation of their future acquiesc- 
ing) for the children of believers, ‘‘since 
they, as well as their parents, belong to 
the covenant and people of God, and both 
redemption from sin and the Hely Spirit, 
who works faith, are through the blood 
of Christ promised to them no less than to 
their parents, they are also by baptism, as 
a sign of the covenant, to be ingrafted into 
the Christian 'Church.’’ 

4. The Lord’s Supper—Even more clear- 
ly than baptism does the Lord’s Supper 
rest upon the command of Jesus, ‘This 
do.’’? Joined with the command is the 
promise which is summed up in Question 
75. ‘‘Pirst, that His body was offered and 
broken on the cross for me and His blood 
shed for me . further, that with 
is crucified ‘body and shed blood He Him- 
self feeds and nourishes my soul to ever- 
lasting life.’’ It is thus more than a 
memorial of His redemptive sacrifice. 
Through it, as through baptism, grace is 
bestowed. The elements of bread and wine 
remain unchanged, ‘‘as the water in bap- 
tism is not changed into the blood of 
Christ, so also in the Lord’s Sup- 
per the sacred bread does not become the 
body of Christ itself.’’ The water in bap- 
tism, the bread and wine in the Supper are 
but tokens of the forgiving grace mani- 
fested in the blood of Jesus. As in the 
case of baptism it is for all desiring fellow- 
ship with God through Christ, except that 
is is withheld from the infant until he 
shall make a definite confession of faith 
in the crucified Lord. ‘‘Those come, who 
are displeased with themselves for their 
sins, yet trust that these are forgiven 
them : who also desire more and 
more to strengthen their faith and amend 
their life.’? 

5. An Aid to Faith—‘‘The Holy Spirit 
works faith in our hearts by the preach- 
ing of the Gospel, and confirms it by the 
use of the sacraments.’’? On the part of 
the communicant there is combined an act 


of obedience and of faith, and as every 


act of faith strengthens it, so, being as- 
sured of pardon ‘‘as certainly as I receive 
from the. hand of the minister and taste 
with my mouth the bread and cup of the 
Lord,’’ faith grows stronger. With the eye 
of faith we behold Him, with the ear of 
faith hear His voice, so by faith we eat 
His body and drink His blood, and thus 
partake of His very life. 


FOOT TROUBLES 


No Need of Them, Says Brooklyn Man, 
Who Has Evidently Solved a 
Big Problem 


According to the testimony of hundreds 
of people living in the Southland and else- 
where, J. S. Simon of 1589 Broadway, 
Brooklyn, N. Y., has successfully developed 
a system of shoe building having for its 
prime object the conquering of foot and 
shoe troubles. It appears that Mr. Simon’s 
establishment has become national head- 
quarters for people whose feet require his 
remarkable comfort shoe, known as Ez- 
Wear. but obtainable only of the inventor. 
Mr. Simon’s new catalogue shows several 
hundred shoes that combine comfort with 
style at amazingly low prices and is now 
ready for free distribution. 


SAVE COAL! 


says Uncle Sam. So 
say we all. Do you 
know you can 


SAVE COAL 
KEEP WARMER 


and Fuss Less with 
the fire of you use 
the 


PEERLESS 
DAMPER 


Increased com- 
fort alone worth 
more than Damper 
costs. Pays for it- 
self in a _ short 
Lasts as long as a stove or 
furnace. Made in all sizes. Dealers 
and agents wanted everywhere. 


KNOLL MFG. CO., Reading, Pa. 


VOGT’S 


LIBERTY BRAND 


HAMS 


Deliciously TENDER, SWEET, JUICY 


For Sale at Your Provisioner’s 


Special Bible Bargain 


AMERICAN STANDARD REVISED EDITION 
SELF-PRONOUNCING REFERENCES 


Pocket size, 4%4.x7 inches and 15-16 of an inch thick. 
An Ideal Bible for carrying in the hand or traveling bag, contains 25 new 
Printed on fine white Bible paper. : 


. ‘instructive outline maps. 


Minion Black Face Type 


No. 157. 


Originally priced at $8.00. 
Publisher’s Clearance Sale Price enables us to offer this practical as well as 


peautiful Bible for ' 


$4.50, Postpaid 


PUBLICATION AND SUNDAY SCHOOL BOARD OF THE 
REFORMED CHURCH 
Fifteenth and Race Streets, Philadelphia, Pa. 


’ This grace 
din fulfillment of — 


Bound in genuine sealskin, divinity circuit, calf lined to edge, silk 
sewed, round corners, red under gold edges. 
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Obituary 


ELDER JOHN HENRY OVER 


The Reformed ‘Church of Irwin, Pa., sus- 
tained a severe loss in the passing of Elder 
John Henry Over, who entered into rest 
January 26, 1919. He was born in Bed- 
ford, Pa., February 24, 1852. When he was 
16 years of age he came to Irwin, where 
he had resided until the time of his death. 
He was engaged in the shoe business until 
a few years ago, when he sold out his 
store and retired from active business life. 
September 5, 1878, he was married to Miss 
Sarah Jane Eisaman, of Irwin, who sur- 
vives him, also one son, John, of Philadel- 
phia, and one daughter, Mrs. Lucy Reed, 
of Youngstown, Ohio, and two sisters, 
Mrs. Emma Henderson, of Bedford, and 
Mrs. Mary Elsrode, of Aspinwall. He had 
been for 26 years an elder of First Re- 
formed Church, often representing the con- 
gregation at the meetings of Classis and 
Synod, which privilege he greatly appreci- 
ated and enjoved. He was devoted to the 
interests of the Church and never missed 
publie worship unless ill or absent from 
home. The funeral was held at his late 
residence on January 29. -Revs. D. A. 
Souders, J. M. Runkle and W. H. Landi. 
were in attendance and assisted the pastor 
in the services. ‘‘Blessed are the. dead 
who die in the Lord.’’ 


MOLLIE M. FRANTZ 


On December 13, 1919, Miss Mollie M. 
Frantz, of Clear Spring, Md., answered 
the great ‘‘recall.’’ At an early age the 
eare of a family of seven children fell 
upon her, because of the death of her 
mother. Some years later when her father 
died she took charge of his business and 
with the co-operation of her brothers and 
sister, conducted it successfully. Theirs 
was an ideal home, each taking part accord- 
ing to his or her ability, in the house, the 
garden, on the farm, at the factory and 
store. What they had they held in com- 
mon and labored together for the general 
good. Their hospitality was unbounded and 
charming. Whilst each stood out in these 
various activities as equal in authority, 
the formative force had been and the guid- 
ing spirit was that of the ‘‘big sister.’’ 

Miss Frantz had been a member of St. 
John’s Reformed Church of Clear Spring, 
Md., for many years, having been con- 
firmed by the sainted Rev. William Good- 
rich. Though the affairs of home and busi- 
ness made great demands upon her, she 
gave much time to her Church. The Bible 
and the ‘‘Messenger’’ were friends that 
proved a stay and staff to her life. She 
was the very efficient teacher of a Sunday 
School class, and a wise leader and dili- 
gent worker for the general good of the 
Church, which she loved and to whose wel- 
fare she was consecrated. For many 
years she had been lame. She and other 
members of the family suffered many af- 
flictions, and during the last year of her 
life a very painful illness was upon her; 
but through it all she found precious sup- 
port in her Christian faith. She lived in 
the Lord and died in the Lord; and has 
gone to realize the fulfilment of the 
precious promise of immortality. ‘‘Her 
works do follow her.’’ The burial service 
was conducted by the Rev. C. Clever, D. D., 
of Hagerstown, Md. F. W. B. 


MRS. MARGARET BELL GERHART 


Mrs. Margare# Bell Gerhart, aged fifty- 
five years, wife of Rev. R. Leighton Ger- 
hart, D. D., of Lewisburg, Pa., was born 
into eternity on Friday evening, January 
24, 1919. 

Services were held at the parsonage on 
Tuesday afternoon, the 28th, the full lit- 
urgical burial service being used. The 
service was conducted by Rey. K. 0, 


Spessard, Ph. D., assisted by Rev. H. A. 
Robb, president of the West Susquehanna 
Classis. The sermon was delivered by Rev. 
W. C. Rittenhouse. 

A large number of the members of the 
congregation and friends and ministers 
of the town was present. Members of the 
Consistory acted as pall-bearers. The 
choir of the Church rendered several ap- 
propriate selections. Many beautiful 
floral tributes testified to the love and es- 
teem in which the deceased was held by the 
members. - Interment was made in the 
Lewisburg cemetery. Mrs. Gerhart is sur- 
vived by her husband and sister. She was 
the younger daughter of the late Mr. John 
Quigley, of Newburg, Cumberland County, 
an elder of the Middle Springs Presby- 
terian Church. She became the wife of 
Dr. Gerhart fifteen years ago. Through- 
out-these years she was a loving, devoted 
and sympathetic wife, greatly interested 
in the literary and congregational work 
of her husband. She assisted him by re- 
viewing manuscripts, editing them and 
reading proof. She was also of great as- 
sistance to Dr. Gerhart in his many liter- 
ary productions. The services thus ren- 
dered were of inestimable value. 


For ‘the past eight years Mrs. Gerhart 
was confined to her home and compelled to 
spend much of her time in bed, frequently 
suffering severely. Despite her affliction 
she was of a cheerful and optimistic dis- 
position and never lost her great interest 
in the welfare of her home and the work of 
her husband. Over eight years ago she 
met with an accident which injured the 
base of her spine and was incurable. 
Throughout these years the nervous sys- 
tem was being gradually worn down, re- 
sulting, a few months ago, in a compicte 
nervous collapse which caused her death. 

Her departure is a most serious loss to 
her devoted husband and a sad one for 
her many friends in the congregation and 
town. The deepest sympathy and earnest 
prayers of all go out to the bereaved hus- 
band and sister. 


MRS. W. A. COMFORT 


Mrs. W. A. Comfort, widow of the saint- 
ed Rev. H. I. Comfort, died at the home of 
Mrs. Frank J. Overton, a daughter, in 
Lehighton, Pa., January 22, 1919, aged 76 
years, 2 months, 22 days. Her last illness 
was brief. She suffered a stroke of paraly- 
sis only a few hours previous to her death. 
For a number of years she has been at 
home with one and then another of her 
children. Her Church membership was in 
St. Paul’s, Baltimore, Md. Whenever she 
was at home with her daughter, Mrs. Mark 
N. Davis, she was a very regular attendant 
upon all the services of her Church there, 
She is survived by three daughters and two 
sons: Mrs. Frank J. Overton, Lehighton, 
Pa.; Mrs. George T. Williams, Morefield, 
W. Va.; Mrs. Mark N. Davis, Baltimore, 
Md.; Dr. Newton C. Comfort, Manila, P. I., 
and Mr. W. H. Comfort, Frederick, Md. 
Fourteen grandchildren also survive her. 

Her remains were taken from Lehighton, 
Pa., to Frederick, Md., on January 25. On 
Monday, January 27, "her funeral service 
was conducted by Rev. Henri L. G. Kieffer, 
pastor of Evangelical Reformed Church, 
Frederick. Her remains were interred in 
Mt. Olivet Cemetery along side of her hus: 
band. Rey. Mr. Comfort having served 
charges in Frederick County, Md., her 
funeral was attended by quite a number of 
surviving parishioners and friends in Fred- 
erick. Pastor 
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The Problem of 
RAISING FUNDS 


for your 


Sunday School, Society, 
or Other Church Activity 


Has Been Solved 


in a Manner That is Easy 
and Pleasant / 


For particulars address 


H. J. JARVIS 


Dept. J-1085 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


ak ROU? 
WHOOPING COUGH 


PROMPTLY AND SAFELY RELIEVED BY 
ROCHE’S HERBAL EMBROCATION ~ 


ALSO IN 
BRONCHITIS, LUMBAGO,RHEUMATISM 


ll Druggists or 
W. EDWARDS & SON 


90-92 Beekman St. N.Y. | 
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The Needs of our Japan and China Missions 


HAT WE HAVE in 
workers and equip- 
ment in Japan and China, 
would furnish good copy for 
this page, but WHAT WE 
NEED is still more readable 
matter for those who can and 
will help to supply these needs. 
The needs of our Japan and 
China Missions are no new 
discoveries. Our missionaries 
have seen them for a decade 
and longer. In the light of 
the present and the growth 
of our expanding fields they 
should be doubled. 


The Japan Mission 
Presents Urgent Property ends 


1. MISSIONARY RESIDENCES 
In Tokyo for Rev. and Mrs. Henry K. Miller. 
In Sendai for Misses Hansen and Lindsey. 
In Wakamatsu for Rev. and Mrs. Paul F. Schaffner. 
In Sendai for Miss Mary E. Gerhard. 
In Sendai for Rev. and Mrs. Dewees F. Singley. 
2. NORTH JAPAN COLLEGE 
Land, a Main Building, a Dormitory, Gymnasium. 


3. EVANGELISTIC WORK 


A complete list is given in the ‘‘Survey,’’ but we 
refer to the most urgent. These places are all in county 
seats and strategic points. In some of them the work has 


Sunday School at Yamagata, Japan 


The China Mission Sends this 


Summary of Needs 


AT YOCHOW CITY 
Teacher, Ziemer Girls’ School 
Teacher, Lakeside Schools 
Evangelist 
Physician 
Two evangelists for Hwa Yung 
Two evangelists for Bao Ching 
Two evangelists for Yung Sin Hsien (among the Miao). 
Woman’s Hospital. 
Two residences Hwa Yung 


been carried on for 30 years without suitable houses of 
worship. 


IN MIYAGI PROVINCE—Ogawara, Furukawa, Shiroishi, 
Watari. 


IN YAMAGATA PROVINCE—Tsuruoka, Sakata, Kami- 
noyama. At Yamagata a Kindergarten and Social 
Service Building. 

IN AKITA PROVINCE—Akita, Yokote, Omagari—a 
promising place. 

IN FUKUSHIM A PROVINCE—Taira, Koriyama, Kitakata, 
Kawamata, Hongo. 

IN TOKYO—THE CAPITAL—Kanda, Land and Building, 
Azabu. 


IN SAITAMA PROVINCE—Omiya, Urawa, Iwatsuki, Oshi. 


IN AOMORI AND IWATE PROVINCES there are six 
places where we should have Chapels. 


Church for Hwa Yung 

Land at Hwa Yung 

Residence for Physician 

Church at Bao Ching 

Land and Church at Yung Sin Hsien 
Two Residences at Yung Sin Hsien 


AT SHENCHOWFU 


Teacher, Girls’ School 

Teacher, Eastview Boys’ School 

Nurse 

Evangelist 

Physician 

Lady evangelist 

Residence for Rev. and Mrs. J. Frank Bucher 
Residence for Mr. and Mrs. Karl H. Beck 
Residence for Rev. J. W. Owen 

Land and buildings Eastview Boys’ School 
Residence for two Chinese teachers 


Until the Church will 


provide these addition- 


al workers and equip- 


ment our Missions will 


not be able to avail 


themselves of the many 
opportunities that are 


swiftly passing away. 


Lakeside Boys Playing Football. Dr. Hoy coming from the Chapel 


World-Wide Authority on Missions uf me. 


COMMENDS pe the Scotland +fJapan 


Chri stopherNoss 


“Tohoku, the Scotland of Japan” 


The Rev. Harlan P. Beach, D. D., 
New Haven, Conn., Professor of Missions 
in Yale University, has the following to 
say in an article on “Recent Foreign 


Mission Books Worth Knowing” in the 
January, 1919 issue of ‘‘The Missionary 


Review of the World:’’ 


‘“We call attention to Noss and his collaborators’ Tohoku, the Scotland of Japan, because it gives 
the best condensed account of a mission’s environment, missionary conditions and Christian activities 
and accomplishments, without losing itself in dry details annalistically stated. It would be hard to 
surpass that section dealing with missfonary operations (chs. V-VII) in any missionary volume on the 
Empire except Dr. Cary’s ‘History of Christianity in Japan.’’ Despite the smallness of the Board of 
Foreign Missions of the Reformed Church in the United States, it has some rare missionaries, and 
their best work is found in the northern part of Japan’s main island. Since 1885 this particular 
Mission has done great things, especially in the direction of evangelization and education. It is 
extremely gratifying to find such clarity, human interest, denominational charity and co-operation, 
modernity of method and adaptation to the moods and needs of a sensitive, rapidly developing people 
so winsomely set forth in a book intended for young people’s study classes. One wishes Dr. Noss could 
undertake a similar text-book for all Japan.’’ 


INTERNATIONAL CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR MISSION STUDY DRIVE NOW ON! 


Is Your Young People’s Society in Line? 
Our Text-Book for the Drive—“Tohoku, the Scotland of Japan.” 


PREPARE! 


THOUSANDS of opportunities for SELECTIVE MISSIONARY SER- 
VICE await the young people of the Reformed Church in the next few years. 


BETTER PLAN NOW TO SPEND A WEEK OF YOUR VACATION 
AT ONE OF THE EIGHT SUMMER MISSIONARY CONFERENCES 


Write the Mission Study Department, 304 Reformed Church Building, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Delegates at Ninth Annual Mt. Gretna Missionary Confereiee 
. ; at 


